
Rube Goldberg 2011 
Contribution by Justin Yim (STWing Beeker)  

 

1st Place Team: "Bits and a Half"  

2nd Place Team: "Theta Tau" 

3rd Place Tie: "Brobots" & "Challenge Accepted" 

 

Objective: Fill a cup with water.  

Date: Sat, April 2 & Sun, April 3  

 

Judges: 

1. Dr. Mark Yim (MEAM)  

2. Dr. Jonathan Fiene (MEAM) 

3. Dr. Max Mintz (CIS)  

 

Prize for Top 3 Teams: (shown below) 

Erector Multi -Models (15 Model) Set  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* For Additional Info:  

http://www.stwing.upenn.edu/rubegoldberg/  

 

Saturday, April 2nd, 2011. The still, weekend air of the 1938 Lounge 

in English House was shattered by the screech-crash-thunder of pow-

er saws and hammering. There was shouting, and there was scram-

bling. There was confusion and anarchy and the absolute purest form 

of hysteria, all swimming around in a primordial soup of people, 

wood, and sharp objects. 

No, it was not a violent mob.  

Though it was of comparable fun.  

Despite the cacophony of sounds and screams ñ all of which are to 

be expected, really, because thatõs what happens when you let a pack 

of wild college students loose among power tools ñ Rube Goldberg 

went on without a hitch. A dozen or so teams toiled all day and all 

night (and most of the next day) to build machines which would 

òcomplete a simple task in the craziest and most circuitous manner 

possible.ó Available parts included standard fare such as nails, rubber 

bands, plastic tubing, plastic dowels, and so forth. These and other 

parts facilitated the creation of all manner of things ranging from 

wooden water turbines to elaborate mouse trap circuits to smiling pig

-faced water balloons. Yet there was method to the madness, we 

promise. We think.  

The goal was simple: to fill a cup with water. Four teams (a first -place 

winner, second-place winner, and third -place tie) were able to com-

plete this simple task in the most unnecessarily complicated ways. 

The judging was difficult, knowing so many had worked so hard to 

do such an exasperatingly simple thing, but at last the winners were 

announced. Congratulations, "Bits and a Half ," "Theta Tau ," 

"Brobots ," and "Challenge Accepted "!! And may I proudly note that 

two of the four teams consist entirely of STWing upperclassmen? 

Luckily, there was no need for disappointment to those teams 

(including mine) who did not receive a set of Erector Multi -Models. 

Much free food was available in the form of baked goods (courtesy of 

Marta, a member of the house faculty and beloved STWing support-

er) to reward everyone for their hard work.  

Excuse me now as I spam the subsequent pages with copious 

amounts of Rube Goldberg pictures. 

Article by Karen Man  



Rube Goldberg 2011ñContinued  

Pics or it didnõt happen. 

"ÅÅËÅÒ Πρ ɉ*ÕÓÔÉÎ 9ÉÍɊȡ ÓÐÏÔÔÅÄ 

ÕÓÈÅÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÄ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ 
"ÅÅËÅÒ Πς ɉ#ÏÒÙ 2ÉÖÅÒÁɊȡ 

ÓÐÏÔÔÅÄ ÃÈÕÃËÌÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÏÓȢ 

"ÉÇ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ 

ÕÎÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÉÌÙ 

ÃÏÍÐÌÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÅÖÅÎÔȦ 

"ÉÔÓ ÁÎÄ Á (ÁÌÆȡ 

3ÉÌÖÉÁ #ÈÅÎȟ +ÅÖÉÎ 8Õȟ 0ÈÉÌ 0ÅÎÇ 

υ34 0,!#%ȟ 9%%%!!!(ȦȦ 
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Pics or it didnõt happen. 

Ȱ#ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ !ÃÃÅÐÔÅÄȱȡ 

2ÙÁÎ +ÎÏÐÆȟ )ÏÁÎÁ !ÒÏÎȟ 

*ÏÈÎ 2ÕÓÓÅÌȟ 3ÁÍ 0ÁÎÚÅÒ 

,ÏÌÏÌÏÌ #*4 ɉ#* 4ÁÙÌÏÒɊ ÔÅÁÍ ÓÐÏÔÔÅÄȢ 

.ÏÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÃË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4-ÓÈÉÒÔÓȢ 

7Á×Á 2ÁÉÄÅÒÓȡ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ 347ÉÎÇ ÔÅÁÍȦ .ÏÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÎÃȤ

ÉÎÇ ÆÅÌÌÏ× ×ÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÂÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÒÁÎÇÅȢ #ÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÕÓȢ 


