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Chatham goaltender Michael Park stays focused against Mendham in the third period
during the Essex County Holiday Tournament at Codey Arena in West Orange in
December. PHOTOS BY MITSU YASUKAWA/NORTHJERSEY.COM

‘Odd one out’

Asian hockey players diversifying the ice in NJ
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When Lucas Krzanowski was called an
anti-Asian slur by an opponent during a high
school hockey game, he wasn’t sure it had
actually happened. The other player skated
by and tossed the insult at the Morristown
Beard freshman.
Krzanowski, whose father is Polish and
mother is Taiwanese, didn’t know what to
do next. He told an older, larger teammate
he’d been insulted, and the other player
promised to “make sure it wouldn’t happen
again.”
After the game, he shared the incident
with Morristown Beard head coach Scott
Greene. Krzanowski identiﬁes as mixed race
and jokingly said, “I was only half oﬀended.”
But even though Krzanowski “used it as
fuel to push back even harder,” the insult
still stung.
“I was just taken aback by it,” he said.
“Really? Did that really just happen? ... It’s
deﬁnitely not cool. You can judge me by anything else, if I made a bad play. But don’t
bring that into it.”
Krzanowski is one of a small but growing
number of New Jersey hockey players with
Asian ancestry — part of a proliferation of
winter sports athletes who are on full display at the Olympics in Beijing.
But while Asian men swept the medals in
men’s ﬁgure skating, and Korean-American
snowboarder Chloe Kim won her second
gold medal, there has typically been less
representation on the hockey rink.
According to USA Hockey data, roughly

Henry Park, the father of Chatham
goaltender Michael Park, watches the
game against Mendham with his younger
son, Gabriel.
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2% of registered youth and amateur hockey
players in the United States identify as
Asian. In the NHL-NHLPA “Learn to Play”
program in New Jersey, about 10% of the
players are Asian.
Karen Tom and Henry Park are trying to
boost those numbers.
Tom grew up in Canada playing ringette.
But many of her college friends transitioned
to hockey and represented Canada on its
ﬁrst women’s Olympic team at the1998
Games in Nagano, Japan.
A third-generation Canadian, Tom relocated ﬁrst to California, and then to Madison
in Morris County in 2008. Both her sons, Jett
and Keaton, were part of multiple championship teams at Madison High School. She
helped launch the Chatham-Madison girls
hockey team in the 2016-17 season, and seSee PLAYERS, Page 10A

See GROUP, Page 10A

TRADE IN

SAVE

Imagine being able to hear well for the ﬁrst time in a long time.
The ﬁrst sound you hear clearly would be the most beautiful sound to you.
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See EPIDEMIC, Page 11A

A group of club members has teamed with a local
service business to purchase and preserve the historic Noe Pond Club in Chatham Township.
Members and residents in the area rallied early
last year to encourage community support after the
family owners of the club in late 2020 announced a
sale to developers and said it would close after 65
years.
The drive to save Noe Pond began shortly after,
with organizers forming a Facebook Group and staging a march past the property on a frigid morning in
January 2021.
“It was pretty devastating to ﬁnd out Noe Pond
was going to a developer, given the legacy, the history
and the environmental aspects of the property,” said
former Deputy Mayor Tracy Ness, who said her children grew up there.
Some feared more commercial development in the
area that would impact traﬃc and possibly the environmentally-sensitive Great Swamp Wildlife Refuge
next door. Others just wanted back their club and

Rediscover life’s beautiful sounds.

The ﬁrst sound I
heard when I got my
hearing aids...

Even as the latest COVID surge recedes, doctors
and patient advocates warn that the virus could leave
a new epidemic in its wake: millions more cases of
the rare, mysterious condition known as chronic fatigue syndrome.
Researchers increasingly see parallels between
chronic fatigue syndrome, which aﬀects 1.5 million
Americans, and long COVID, the barrage of symptoms including exhaustion, persistent pain and cognitive impairment that can linger for months in some
patients.
The connection between the two disorders is still
being studied, but some research suggests the pandemic could more than triple the prevalence of
chronic fatigue syndrome, also known as myalgic encephalomyelitis, or ME.
“When we saw COVID happening, people in the
ME community were some of the ﬁrst to raise alarm
bells that this was going to be a mass disabling
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cured funding for Madison to be independent. She’s also a coach for the Harding-Madison youth girls program, and
coach of the Madison High boys junior
varsity team.
Tom believes she’s the only Asian
and almost certainly the only Asian
female Level 4 USA Hockey coach. She
believes her gender, not ancestry, attracts attention when she’s behind the
bench.
“My kids are not immune to it, but
they’re not maybe as sensitive to it,”
said Tom, 50, a physical therapist and
certiﬁed strength and conditioning specialist.
“They didn’t grow up with a bunch of
racial tension, nor did I. My eldest
brother, he’s ﬁve years older than me,
and he had quite a bit of stuﬀ in high
school, but I really haven’t. I have feelings about stuﬀ like that, but I was never
really a victim of any of it.”
Park got both his sons, Gabriel and
Michael, on skates when they were 4 or
5 years old. He even coached them both
early on.
The Chatham resident acknowledges
that hockey — and lacrosse, which Michael also plays — are “very Caucasian
sports.”
Gabriel, 20, was a defenseman, and
Henry Park has seen him get taunted on
the ice. Not so for Michael, now a Chatham senior goaltender.
But that doesn’t mean he hasn’t
heard unwelcome comments.
More than 60% of the 10,370 antiAsian incidents reported between
March 2020 and September 2021 involved verbal harassment, according to
the national coalition Stop AAPI Hate.
“Physically, you are the odd one out
of the group,” Michael Park said. “Especially in a new environment or a new
team, you’re the only one who is quoteunquote diﬀerent. In my experience,
there’s always going to be jokes that get
thrown around, but it comes more from
people not resonating with what it’s
like. ... I don’t think it comes out of animosity or being racist. Most kids don’t
really understand what it’s like not to be
part of the majority.”
Henry Park has also seen more players and coaches with Asian surnames as
Michael has continued his hockey career. Both Park and Tom say athletics
are not usually emphasized in Asian
households, particularly in the immigrant generation.
But as the transplants have become
more established and successful in the
United States, they are more able to ex-
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summer haven where members could
swim, play tennis and participate in
family activities one member described
as “reminiscent of the Eisenhower Era.”
The property sale from the Silverman
Group is still pending, but a contract has
been signed, according to a Facebook
post on the Save Noe Pond page.
“Noe members Scott Readlinger and
Larry Palumbo, along with Boxcar, Inc.
formed a partnership to negotiate the
purchase,” they wrote. “We will be forming a group of investors to close on the
property in 2022.”
Based in Chatham, Boxcar provides a
variety of “suburban services,” including commuter transportation and parking, car detailing and more.
“Our understanding of and familiarity with our Morris County customers
and our focus on operational excellence
make us a natural ﬁt to partner with The
Noe Pond Club,” Boxcar cofounder
Owen Lee said.
Meanwhile, the buyer group has secured permission to reopen for the summer as usual, including casual and competitive swimming, tennis, paddle tennis and other activities.
“We are currently working through
the property closing process, scheduled
for later this year,” Lee said. “The current owners are graciously allowing us
to lease the facilities for the interim
2022 summer season. There should be
no further interruption to the community being able to enjoy the Noe Pond
Club.”

Pre-Revolution property
Bailey Brower Jr. and his wife, Taz,
opened the club in 1955 on a 35-acre parcel of land owned by the Noe family,
which settled in what was known as St.
John’s Bridge before it was renamed in
honor of the ﬁrst British Earl of Chatham in 1773.
Five years later, an act of Congress
protected the surrounding 7,768 acres of

Goalie Keaton Tom of Madison with the Halvorsen Cup after the team defeated Roxbury, 5-0, at Mennen Arena in
Morristown last March. CHRIS PEDOTA/NORTHJERSEY.COM

pose their children to expensive sports
such as hockey.
Athletics have also become another
route to achieve what Henry Park described as “the Asian American dream”:
getting into a better-quality college.
“When it came to ﬁrst-generation,
the way my parents were, they deemphasized sports,” said Park, who emigrated from Korea when he was a few
months old.
“For them, doing well in high school
in order to achieve and get into a good
college and get a good job was the most
important thing. Sports, in general,
wasn’t very important,” he said. Now,
“you’re seeing a lot more of those kids,
the third-generation kids, playing
sports, whether it’s hockey or lacrosse
or what you would think of as historically very white sports.”
Whether at Morristown Beard or on
his New Jersey Devils travel team, Krzanowski isn’t the only Asian player on the
roster. Michael Chang of St. Joseph Regional says he’s the only player of Asian
ancestry on the varsity team, but that
there are three on the New York Saints,
his club team.
“I haven’t given much thought to being Asian and playing hockey. It’s something that has always been, for me,” said
Chang, a junior forward from Montville
whose mother was born in China and father in Korea. “I enjoy playing the game.
When I’m on the ice, I feel like nothing

matters, and I have fun playing.”

History of representation
On March 13, 1948, Larry Kwong became the ﬁrst player of Asian descent to
skate in a National Hockey League
game. Born in British Columbia, Kwong
played one shift for the New York Rangers on the road in Montreal.
Jim Paek, who was born in Seoul,
South Korea, and grew up in Toronto,
was the ﬁrst Asian player to have his
name etched on the Stanley Cup, winning back-to-back NHL championships
in 1991 and 1992 with Pittsburgh.
Thirty-one Asian players have appeared in at least one NHL game, including 10 this season. New Jersey Devils defenseman Jonas Siegenthaler is
believed to be the ﬁrst NHL player of
Thai descent, through his mother.
Current players such as Minnesota
defenseman Matt Dumba, who is part
Filipino, co-founded the Hockey Diversity Alliance. It was formed in June
2020 “to eradicate systemic racism and
intolerance” and promote diversity in
the game.

the Great Swamp as a National Wildlife Refuge in 1960. Another grassroots
organization, led by Morris County
housewife Helen Fenske, successfully
prevented a government-supported
project in the 1960s that would have
replaced pre-expansion Newark Airport with a massive “jetport” on the
Great Swamp wetlands. It was declared a National Natural Landmark in
1966.
The Noe family eventually accumulated 800 acres in Chatham Township,
much of which was farmed. The property included Noe Pond, used for irrigation in the summer and to harvest
ice during winter. The ice was needed
for the thriving 19th-century rose business that colored the Gilded Age with
regular train shipments of fresh
blooms to New York, just 25 miles
away.
At one point, the Brower family
owned three swim clubs in the area,
but only Noe Pond remained open.
Citing economic uncertainty after
the COVID pandemic aﬀected operations, the family announced it had entered into a contract to sell to an unnamed buyer, later identiﬁed as the
Silverman Group. The Silverman
Group did not respond to a request for
comment.
“The challenges and risks of operating the club have been more than expected,” Kim Barton said. “COVID was
the tipping point for us. In the spring,
members were requesting refunds,
new membership interest sharply decreased and state/local oﬃcials were
not sure if summer recreation facilities
would open.”
A “Summer Committee” was
formed to operate the club during the
summer of 2021 as the property’s fate
remained unsettled. The sale agreement to the group was announced last
month.
“We are all looking forward to preserving the Noe experience for many
years to come,” they wrote.
Email:
wwesthoven@
dailyrecord.com
Twitter:
@wwesthoven

In a nationally televised address before the 2020 playoﬀs, Dumba said the
NHL and HDA want kids to feel “safe,
comfortable and free-minded every
time they enter an arena.”
Krzanowski has noticed Montreal
Canadiens center Nick Suzuki, who is
Japanese and Scottish, and Edmonton
Oilers right wing Kailer Yamamoto, who
is part Japanese and native Hawaiian.
The NHL will celebrate Asian and Paciﬁc Islander Heritage Month in May for
the second consecutive year, part of the
league’s “Hockey is for Everyone” campaign. Some teams will engage with
speciﬁc demographic groups in their
markets. The league is also conducting
an employee demographic study, which
will include race and ethnicity.
“It’s deﬁnitely an inspiration to see
guys out there, especially some of these
guys who are putting up pretty good
points. It’s representation I can see,”
Krzanowski said. “That’s pretty awesome for people who happen to be
Asian, too, to say, ‘If this guy can do it, so
can I.’ ”
Email: JHavsy@gannett.com Twitter: @dailyrecordspts
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