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Woman escapes from senior
home, tests positive for COVID-19
Abbott Koloff NorthJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

An alarm blared as Patricia Landers,
who suﬀers from dementia, opened the
door of a Florham Park assisted living
center shortly before midnight and
walked out, wearing her bathrobe. The
facility did not call police for 39 minutes.
That lag time gave Landers a chance
to get far away. After a four-hour search,

police found her about 3 miles from the
facility, in neighboring Madison. Family
members said in an interview with
NorthJersey.com and the USA TODAY
NETWORK New Jersey that she told them
she had been frightened the entire time.
They said she had bruises from falling.
The family ﬁled a lawsuit Wednesday against Brookdale Florham Park
and its parent company, one of the
largest operators of long-term senior

living facilities in the nation, alleging
the home didn’t provide the level of care
it promised for residents with dementia.
The lawsuit comes amid a pandemic
that has exposed weaknesses in the elder care system, raising questions about
staﬃng levels at long-term care facilities and complaints about inadequate
communication with family members.
See HOME, Page 4A

Brookdale Florham Park assisted living
center is shown on Wednesday.
MITSU YASUKAWA/NORTHJERSEY.COM

A virtual celebration

Will NJ
primary be
vote-by-mail?
After Tuesday
it’s in limbo
Stacey Barchenger, Katie Sobko
and Richard Cowen Trenton Bureau
USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

presence felt on campus. ... There will
not be a dry eye when this graduation
happens, because it’s so historic for us.”
About 215 undergraduate degrees
will be conferred in a two-hour video,
which will be posted on YouTube at 10
a.m. Friday.
Deans Anthony Santamaria and
Trish Heindel will introduce the undergraduate, master’s and doctoral class as
usual, with a photo of each graduate

The oﬃcial results from dozens of
local elections held by mail on Tuesday
are still being tallied, leaving many
races too close to call and the fate of
the upcoming primary itself in question.
Because traditional in-person voting risked spreading the coronavirus,
voters instead mailed in their ballots
for Tuesday’s more than 30 municipal,
school board and special elections
across the state. The election was seen
as a bellwether for how voters will cast
ballots in the primary, which has been
delayed from June to July because of
the novel coronavirus crisis.
Gov. Phil Murphy has said he wants
to hold the primary in person, if possible. But the question is: Did Tuesday
go smoothly enough that relying on
mail-in ballots is feasible in a higherturnout election?
Murphy said he was still deciding.
“It’s largely too early to give you a
full answer, but we need to make a decision on the July 7 election,” he said
during a daily brieﬁng on Wednesday.
“You can imagine we’re digesting yesterday pretty aggressively.”
Mailing out ballots and tallying the
vote is a job that falls to counties.
While some reported few problems,
others grappled with missing ballots
and suspicious bulk returns. Judges in
Atlantic and Passaic counties ordered
replacement ballots be given to a total
of three residents who said they didn’t
receive theirs, and in Bergen County a
judge turned away a resident who

See CLASS, Page 5A

See PRIMARY, Page 7A

College of St. Elizabeth President Helen J. Streubert hugs senior forward Shaquan Mickens. She had planned to hug all
members of the ﬁrst male class as they graduate, but the ceremony Friday will be online. COURTESY OF DENISE PANYIK-DALE

St. Elizabeth bids farewell to
ﬁrst class of male undergrads
Jane Havsy Morristown Daily Record
USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

When the ﬁrst class of male undergraduates arrived at the College of St.
Elizabeth four years ago, president Helen J. Streubert “hugged them all coming
in.” She had planned to do the same as
they received their diplomas.

Instead, Streubert tried to share her
admiration through a computer screen.
St. Elizabeth will send oﬀ its ﬁrst signiﬁcant group of male traditional undergraduates on Friday morning virtually,
due to the coronavirus pandemic.
About 44% of the inaugural male students who came to the Morristown college are graduating, and they will be celebrated with a special video montage.
“These guys came and formed a community,” Streubert said. “They have been
the trailblazers in terms of making their
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Obituaries
Name
*McKown, Valona “Lonnie”
*Pascoe, Julia M.
*Starr, Glenn W.

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Age
86
90
-

Town, State
Mountain Lakes
Jefferson Twp.
Summit

Death Date Arrangements
10-May 14-May Bermingham Funeral Home
10-May Leibensperger Funeral Homes

* Additional information in display obituaries

Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/APP

Valona “Lonnie” McKown

In Memoriam

MOUNTAIN LAKES

- Valona “Lonnie” McKown, formerly Lonnie Burr, of Chatham
Township and Mountain Lakes, passed away
of natural causes at Manatee Memorial Hospital,
Bradenton, FL on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May
10, 2020 at the age of 86.
Lonnie raised her family
in Mountain Lakes and was an avid tennis player
at the Mountain Lakes Club and area leagues. She
worked for many years as Secretary at Briarcliff
Middle School and her dog, Shag, was a celebrity
around town. Lonnie is remembered by many
Lakers as “one of the fun Mom’s in town.” Also,
a resident of Chatham Township for many years,
she was an avid athlete, playing competitive tennis,
paddle tennis and golf at Canoe Brook Country
Club, NJ and the Noe Pond Club, NJ. Lonnie spent
many happy “snowbird” years visiting Siesta Key,
South Florida. Lonnie retired to the warm sunshine
and was a long-term resident of Stoneybrook in
Sarasota, FL, where she enjoyed playing golf and
bridge with friends. She was, then, an active community resident at Westminster Point Pleasant in
Bradenton and was a passionate volunteer with The
Chapel Committee, Bridge Club and the Salvation
Army Angel Tree Program, as well as, a devoted
parishioner of the Orange Grove Free Methodist
Church. Lonnie, born on July 25, 1933, grew up
in the greater St. Louis, MO area and attended
Central University, for one year, before moving
to the East Coast. She is survived by her loving
family whom she was very proud of: son Steven
Burr and his wife Christy, of Dallas, TX, son Jeffry
Burr and his husband Neil Blair, of Costa Rica,
stepdaughter Glenn Anne Fritts, of Atlanta, GA
and stepson Steve McKown and his wife Judy,
of Brevard, NC, as well as 9 grandchildren and
three great grandchildren. Lonnie will be greatly
missed by all whose lives she touched throughout
her vibrant life. Due to current health quarantine
restrictions, a memorial service will be held at a
later date in Bradenton, FL. She will be interned at
the Fairmont Cemetery in Chatham, NJ. Memorial
donations are gratefully appreciated to your local
Salvation Army Angel Tree Program.

In Loving Memory of

WILLIAM E. WILK

March 11, 1947 - May 15, 2015

Class
Continued from Page 1A

standing in for the real thing. Taylor Veve, a basketball
and soccer player from Bayville, prerecorded the undergraduate student address. St. Elizabeth has also put
together an extensive playlist of testimonials from faculty and staﬀ.
St. Elizabeth hopes to hold a face-to-face graduation in August.
“It’s a gut punch to not be able to be there. That’s
something I preached to them, how special this day
was going to be,” said men’s basketball coach Tom
Wagenblast, a Belmar resident who will send oﬀ four
four-year players.
“It’s been a lot of fun to see them grow up, to see
their evolution as players and human beings over the
past four years,” he said. “We gave these kids a
chance, and not only did they succeed, but they excelled. They really grew up. It wasn’t always easy. ...
It’s been a special four years. I’m so happy I got to
experience it with these guys.”

Continuing mission
Founded by the Sisters of Charity in 1899 to provide higher education to the female students at the
high school on campus, the College of St. Elizabeth

We think of you always with love and tenderness. Your life
was a blessing to us and we will always carry you in our
hearts. There was never a more devoted Husband, Dad and
Grandfather and for this our lives will be forever enriched.

Your Loving Family

In Memoriam
In Loving
Memory of

DOLORES “DEE”
KOJAK

10/14/1929 - 07/03/2019

“It’s been a lot of fun to see them grow up, to see
their evolution as players and human beings over
the past four years. We gave these kids a chance,
and not only did they succeed, but they excelled.
They really grew up. It wasn’t always easy. ... It’s
been a special four years. I’m so happy I got to
experience it with these guys.”
Tom Wagenblast

Men’s basketball coach

now oﬀers the same opportunities to underserved
students of both genders.
There were as many as 300 women’s colleges in
1960, according to the U.S. Department of Education.
But facing sluggish enrollment and the need to remain ﬁnancially solvent in a depressed economy,
that number has dropped to about 40.
Though St. Elizabeth has admitted male students
to its graduate and continuing-education programs
since the 1970s, Streubert and her colleagues tried to
ease “a fair amount of anxiety” of faculty members
who had not had male students in their classrooms.
“The guys were much more public about gatherings,
and the women joined the guys,” said Streubert, who
became St. Elizabeth’s ﬁrst lay president in 2014. “The
women have pushed back. There has been a bloodline
about the women coming here because they wanted a
certain kind of education. The women are not less
than. They are equal to. That has continued.”

Sports survivors

Dearest MaBear, Your
loving presence remains
powerful as Heaven sings
on Mother’s Day. Missing
You & PaBear immensely.

Love forever,
Dawn Alisa

Julia M. Pascoe

Glenn W. Starr

JEFFERSON TWP. Julia M. Pascoe passed
away on Thursday, May
14, 2020 at Regency
Grande Nursing Center, Dover. She was 90
years of age.
Julia was born in the
Hurdtown section of
Jefferson Twp. and lived
there all her life.
Mrs. Pascoe worked in
production for R.C.A.
Records of Rockaway,
NJ, retiring in 1972 after
16 years of service.
Predeceased by her
husband Wilbur in 2005
and her sister Louise
Baker and her brothers,
William Jr., Henry and
Frank.
Survived by her son
Roy of PA, Granddaughters: Kelly Pascoe
Willard and Karen Pascoe and Great-Granddaughters; Ashley, Alexis, Brook and Brystol
Willard and Destiny
Pascoe VanOrden. She
was Aunt to Susan Pascoe and Robert Socha.
Julia’s favorite pastime
was working in her garden. Private visitation
and graveside services
were held. Offer condolences at www.BerminghamFH.com

SUMMIT - Glenn W. Starr, of Summit, NJ, loving husband, father, brother
and loyal friend, passed away on Sunday, May 10, 2020, after his battle with
Leukemia. Glenn is survived by his loving wife of 46 years, Sandy (nee Nutter). He is also survived by his daughter Kim Starr; and his two grandsons
Josh and his wife Yarima and children Jaxson, Bella and Sophia; and Jordan
and his wife Jessica and son Joel, all of Florida. Glenn is also survived by his
brother David, his brother Allen and wife Cindy, and his sister Mary Ellen
Letsche and numerous nieces and nephews. He is predeceased by his son
Philip W. Starr. Glenn will be missed by his cats Bogart and TT.
Glenn grew up in Hamburg, PA graduating from Hamburg High School in
1955. He attended Penn State. At Hamburg, he played basketball and soccer
and was president of his senior class. After graduating, Glenn worked locally
for a period before joining the Bell System by accepting a position at Western Electric. He worked there until 1961 when he joined the United States
Army. Glenn served in the Signal Corps and while in Okinawa, he assisted
in setting up the first communications to Viet Nam. He ended his military
career at Camp David in 1963 at which time he rejoined the Bell System.
Glenn had a 40-year career including positions in Operations, Engineering,
Sales. Marketing, and Product Management. It was in Product Management
that he really established himself as a shining star. He was responsible for
developing the private line network known as Software Defined Network
which became one of AT&T’s most important customer offerings and largest
revenue stream. Glenn was known as the Star Man and Father of SDN by
customers and fellow AT&T employees alike. Glenn was a distinguished
member of Who’s Who Worldwide.
In his younger days, he enjoyed coaching little league, bowling, and golfing.
Golfing became his passion, playing whenever he had the chance. It was here
that he developed the lasting friendships of his life: thank you, Jeff and Mike.
Later in life, he made many good friends while fishing. He especially enjoyed
fishing with his grandsons. Glenn took great pride in doing his own yard
work and maintained one of the best lawns in the area. His love of animals
included the feral cats that he adopted, tamed and gave a great home to.
His love of them was returned by them to him and they gave him so much
pleasure. His plans for the future included travel to Maine and a riverboat
cruise. He was a caring friend who would do anything for his friends and
family and he will be remembered with love and respect by many.
There will be a family service at Leibensperger Funeral Homes, Inc., in
Hamburg, PA on Saturday, May 16, 2020. Contributions can be made to
the Presbyterian Church of New Providence, 1307 Springfield Avenue, New
Providence, NJ 07974, or to St. Hubert’s Animal Shelter, 575 Woodland
Avenue, Madison, NJ 07940. For online condolences, please visit, www.
leibenspergerfuneralhomes.com.

About 42% of the 167 freshmen who came to Florham
Park four years ago were male. Of the 58 entering student-athletes, 37 of them were male, recruited to play on
the new soccer, basketball, volleyball or tennis teams.
There are 12 male student-athletes in the graduating class, though not all of them spent four years at
St. Elizabeth.
Bryce Wheary transferred there last fall, after
spending his freshman year at Elms College in Chicopee, Massachusetts, and two more at the University
of Valley Forge in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania.
Wheary will be the ﬁrst Eagles baseball player to
graduate.
The St. Elizabeth baseball team won its ﬁrst game
on Feb. 25, a 9-7 comeback from seven runs down
against Rutgers-Newark. The Eagles then traveled to
Myrtle Beach, and they were able to play 11 games in
their debut season.
With no baseball ﬁeld on campus, their ﬁnal game
— a 7-0 no-hit loss to Dean College at Diamond Nation in Flemington — was the ﬁrst “home” baseball
game in St. Elizabeth history.
“It was kind of surreal, knowing it’s going to end,”
said Wheary, an inﬁelder from Ocean who hopes to
work in professional development for a Major League
Baseball team.
“You ﬁgure you have a couple more months of playing.
It was all kind of weird when we got to the ﬁeld. We tried
to absorb it all, one last time. It was not how we wanted to
go out, but that game gave us closure, corny as that
sounds. We got to take the ﬁeld one last time together.”
Wheary majored in criminal justice. Senior guard
Jay Saldiveri, who chose sociology, hopes to become
a motivational speaker. He will be the ﬁrst college
graduate in his immediate family.
Saldiveri attended four high schools — New Brunswick, South Amboy and Sayreville, graduating from
South Brunswick after summer school in 2014 — but
has yet to participate in a graduation ceremony.
“It’s all about moving forward for me,” said Saldiveri, who now lives in Tampa, Florida.
“I wanted to show people anyone could do it, even
me. By them looking at me, knowing everything I’ve
been through, I always got up no matter what,” he said.
“That’s why it is so powerful. ... What we stood for as a
program, from when we started in 2016 to now, it left its
mark throughout all four years. We came in thinking we
could chip in and help. We were all underdogs.”
Email: JHavsy@gannettnj.com Twitter: @dailyrecordspts
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