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Madison,
Drew head
to court over
forest conﬂict

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Big enough stage?

William Westhoven
Morristown Daily Record | USA TODAY NETWORK

Facing ﬁnancial diﬃculties, Madison’s “University in the Woods” wants to sell oﬀ some of its 53
acres of forestland to developers and is taking the
borough to court to get it done.
Drew University recently ﬁled an application in
Morris County Superior Court seeking to vacate a
conditional judgment of compliance and repose for
Madison, alleging the borough “knowingly and purposefully refused to
disclose the development potential of Drew’s undeveloped surplus land.”
Attorneys for the university also alleged in court
papers that “misconduct” by Madison oﬃcials reduced its court-mandated aﬀordable housing obligations while also denying zoning changes that would
allow Drew to sell portions of its “Drew Forest” to developers at market rate.
“For over four years, Madison engaged in a sophisticated scheme to skirt its constitutional aﬀordablehousing obligation and prevent inclusionary housing
See COURT, Page 9A

With spiking
mortgage rates, do
you buy, sell or hold?
Mary Chao
NorthJersey.com | USA TODAY NETWORK

After the Fed’s latest interest rate hike two weeks
ago, mortgage rates have reached their highest levels
since 2008 and the real estate calculus has gotten
more complicated in North Jersey.
The average mortgage rate on a 30-year loan sat at
6.04% last Wednesday for borrowers with good credit, according to Bankrate. On a half-million-dollar
home, that means a buyer would pay $3,011 a month,
up from $2,089 a year ago, when the average rate was
2.93%.
But every housing market is local, real estate
agents note. North Jersey is still suﬀering from a
shortage of available housing, and its diverse economy can better withstand the impact of higher interest
rates than other areas, agents said. Fears of a recession, however, are growing as the Federal Reserve
considers more rate increases to tame inﬂation.
Here’s what you need to know if you’re buying or
selling a property in the area, or wondering whether
to stay on the sidelines.

See RATES, Page 10A

Mount Olive’s Anthony Brutico jumps in the long jump at the NJSIAA Uniﬁed Track and Field Championships
on June 8 at Franklin High School. ALEXANDER LEWIS/MYCENTRALJERSEY

How inclusive is Special Olympics Uniﬁed program?
Jane Havsy
Morristown Daily Record | USA TODAY NETWORK

Wherever Rosemary Parisi goes in Mount Olive,
she meets people who know her daughter, Gabriella.
GiGi, who has Down syndrome, was a year-round,
general-education athlete at Mount Olive High
School and Homecoming queen. She even appeared
on a Times Square billboard, sponsored by the National Down Syndrome Society.
Sports have been key to GiGi’s popularity, surprising even Rosemary, a special education teacher at
MacKinnon Middle School in Wharton.
GiGi was part of the Mount Olive ﬁeld hockey, basketball and softball teams alongside her neurotypical
peers. She also participates with Mount Olive’s SpeTIMLIMI
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cial Olympics Uniﬁed track and ﬁeld program, which
blends students with intellectual disabilities and neurotypical partners.
Uniﬁed clubs, teams and events often require lower
time commitments than their general-education
equivalents. But there are few limitations on what can
be called Uniﬁed, or how inclusive those programs
should be.
David May of Morristown thinks Uniﬁed is more restrictive than promised by the Americans with Disabilities Act.
The ADA prohibits discrimination on the basis of
disability. The related Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act makes free appropriate public
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education available to more than 7.5
million eligible children with disabilities
— in the least restrictive environment —
and ensures special education and related services.
May would prefer students with special needs to compete alongside gen-ed
athletes on a single team. But Uniﬁed
does not allow in-season varsity athletes to be team partners, so their background and experience with activities
vary.
“All Uniﬁed has done is make it the
most restrictive environment in the entire place,” May said. “Some parents are
just happy their kids are active, and
don’t have the nuance of what it means
to be separated onto the Uniﬁed team
and not connected to the other [gen-ed]
team. ... It did give kids opportunities to
play sports, but it is not the least restrictive environment.”

Separate but unequal?
Autism never prevented Ryan May
from being part of the Morristown swim
team, which has included several swimmers with physical and intellectual disabilities over the years. David May
packed breakfast and drove Ryan to 6
a.m. practice nearly every school day for
six years.
Ryan participated in about half the
meets during his high school career,
wearing the same burgundy suit and
bright orange cap as everyone else on
the roster. Between events, he usually
cheered on teammates from the end of
the bleachers closest to the starting
blocks. Ryan, who turns 24 in July,
didn’t talk much, but usually smiled and
gave two thumbs up.
“What I tell parents who ﬁrst get diagnosed, whether it’s Down syndrome
or autism or something else: ‘You’ll always be their parent. What you have to
become is a crazed advocate,’ ” said May,
who co-founded Kids2Kids, a Morristown nonproﬁt that mentors children
with special needs through activities led
by neurotypical peers.
“If you have a special-needs kid, you
realize very early on how isolated you
are,” he said. “They do not get invited to
anything: birthday parties, events. ...
It’s so painful to not have these kids be

Mount Olive’s Andrew Lucas competes
in the long jump at the NJSIAA Uniﬁed
Track and Field Championships on
June 8 at Franklin High School.
ALEXANDER LEWIS/MYCENTRALJERSEY

involved in anything.”
Trying to provide opportunities to a
larger population of student-athletes,
the New Jersey State Interscholastic
Athletic Association announced a partnership with Special Olympics New Jersey at the Meet of Champions in June
2016. At the time, there were about 60
Uniﬁed Champion Schools, promoting acceptance, respect and dignity for
all students.
There are more than 250 in New Jersey now, and Bill DePonte, chief operating oﬃcer of SONJ, hopes to have at
least 300 in the fall.
“Inclusion has been around a long
time, and it means diﬀerent things to
diﬀerent people,” DePonte said. “For us,
it’s about engaging individuals of all
abilities.”
Champion Schools are supported
through funding from the United States
and New Jersey education departments, though DePonte said they’re encouraged to become self-suﬃcient.
SONJ grants support things like coach and club-adviser stipends, uniforms,
travel, oﬃcials and technology.

The NJSIAA currently sponsors Uniﬁed basketball and bowling in the winter, and spring track and ﬁeld. Uniﬁed
swimming will be added to the list this
winter, with a mixed relay expected to
be held during the NJSIAA Meet of
Champions in March.
“It’s cool to meet new people and get
into diﬀerent activities,” said Pennsauken freshman Jeremiah Moses, who
plans to try out for the soccer team in
the fall. “I bring good energy, good
sportsmanship, just good vibes all
around. We’re like a huge family.”
Sparta and Mount Olive were the top
two large schools at the inaugural freestanding NJSIAA Uniﬁed Track and
Field Championships on June 8 at
Franklin High School. Morristown won
the small-school division.
In past years, the handful of Uniﬁed
events were mixed into the Group
championships schedule, dividing
teams into multiple sites.
“After 50 years of being in business,
Special Olympics knows it needs to do
better,” said Kelly Anne Kieﬀer, assistant principal at Voorhees High
School, the ﬁrst in New Jersey to be recognized as a national Uniﬁed Champion
School.
“Uniﬁed is a way to do that,” Kieﬀer
said. “The students I’m supporting
would not be able to do sports or be in
the play without Uniﬁed. ... We have
some signiﬁcant [disabled] students,
and they would not be able to access the
least restrictive environment, not for a
second. Our main objective is every student should be able to access their high
school experience to the best of their
ability.”

Best of both worlds
Rosemary Parisi said GiGi “ﬂourished” once she got to high school because of sports. She loved ﬁeld hockey
so much that Rosemary bought her a
stick, balls and a net so she could practice in the family’s yard. She scored 150
points in her basketball career, getting
into both varsity and JV games “if
they’re winning big or losing big,” Rosemary said.
GiGi got into softball three years ago,
and though she rarely got into a game
due to safety concerns, Rosemary Parisi
said “her role is being in the dugout,
cheering on all the girls, helping the
coach [Bill Romano] when he gets too
stressed.”

“It takes a lot to be on a gen-ed team:
a lot of stamina, understanding, good
behavior, good health,” Rosemary Parisi
said. “You have to have a coach who
supports it. You have to have an aide in
the background should anything happen. If there are health issues, people
have to be trained. We all worked very
hard to make it happen. GiGi is the poster child for inclusion in a sports team,
but that’s just because we struck it
right. Not everybody can do that.”
GiGi is now 22 and just graduated
from Mount Olive High School. Rosemary Parisi hopes her daughter can volunteer as a peer mentor or coach for the
Uniﬁed program in the fall to keep “the
camaraderie of a team.”
That’s one thing Michael McCloskey
was seeking when he joined the crosscountry, bowling and spring track teams
at West Milford High School. But when
he tried out for Team New Jersey ahead
of the Special Olympics USA Games, Gina McCloskey told her son, “This is your
time to shine. This is your place.”
Michael McCloskey, a sophomore
who has autism and a seizure disorder,
wound up on ESPN’s social-media feeds
after a last-second comeback in his heat
of the 1,500 meters on June 7.
For three weeks leading up to the
USA Games, McCloskey went from gened track practice to Special Olympics
practice on Tuesdays and Thursdays –
often accompanied at both by senior
Chase Appell and junior Wyatt Space,
longtime West Milford Uniﬁed partners.
On Sundays, Gina McCloskey drove her
son and Destiny Gerety of Hewitt to
two-hour Team New Jersey practices in
Point Pleasant.
“Special Olympics gives everyone a
place to be themselves, completely. You
don’t have to put on any kind of show for
anyone else,” said West Milford Special
Olympics coach Kristi Clave, who teaches multiple disabilities classes at Maple
Road Elementary in West Milford.
“Uniﬁed changes cultures if you do it
right,” Clave said. “If you ﬁnd a couple of
really great kids, and a couple of partners who are not involved in anything ...
you put them on that team, and you give
them purpose. You will change their
lives. Not just the kids with special
needs, but those kids who never felt
needed and never felt loved, it will make
them all a part of something.”
Email: JHavsy@gannett.com
Twitter: @dailyrecordspts
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