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BALTIMORE - Aroldis Chapman’s departure seemed
inevitable, but the morning Andrew Miller was traded had
a stinging effect in the Yankees’ clubhouse.

By the time Carlos Beltran was dealt the next day, the
Yankees seemed numb to all the changes, the players talk-
ing as if on auto-pilot about fighting on while everyone else
had moved on to next year.

Still, “we always felt we were better than (how) we’d
played, even when those guys got traded,” said third base-
man Chase Headley, who recalled a conversation he had
exactly a month ago with the Yanks’ bench coach.

“I remember Rob Thomson saying, ‘Hey man, this
doesn’t change anything that we’re doing in here. All that
matters is what we believe.’ ’’

And now, here are the new-look Yankees, coming off
their best month – a 17-11 August record – and positioned
just 21⁄2 games behind Baltimore and Detroit for the second
AL wild card.

“The opportunity’s in front of us,” manager Joe Girardi
said as his club enters Camden Yards for a critical three-
game series against the Orioles beginning tonight.
“There’s a hill to climb, but I really believe in these guys.”

PETER G. AIKEN-USA TODAY SPORTS
Yankees closer Dellin Betances (left) celebrates with catcher Gary Sanchez after beating the Royals on Wednesday.

STILL CLIMBING

YANKEES CHASE POSTSEASON

PLAYOFF PUSH

The Yankees have 27 of their
final 30 games left against the
AL East. The schedule:
Today, Saturday, Sunday: at
Baltimore
Sept. 5-6-7 vs. Toronto
Sept. 8-9-10-11 vs. Tampa Bay
Sept. 12-13-14 vs. LA Dodgers
Sept. 15-16-17-18 at Boston
Sept. 20-21-22 at Tampa Bay
Sept. 23-24-25-26 at Toronto
Sept. 27-28-29 vs. Boston
Sept. 30, Oct. 1-2 vs. Baltimore

PETE CALDERA @PCALDERA

See YANKEES, Page 4B

The hiring of spread-oriented Drew Mehringer as
Rutgers’ offensive coordinator last December con-
cerned tight end Nick Arcidiacono.

That is, until he did some research.
“I was little worried,” the Rutgers senior recently

admitted, “but when I started looking at some Hous-
ton film, I wasn’t worried at all because they obviously
used the tight end a ton. So once I saw that I wasn’t
worried.

“There’s a lot of possibilities for us,” Arcidiacono
added.

Some versions of the spread offense don’t include a
tight end, but Mehringer’s certainly does. His version
is heavily influenced by the one used by University of
Houston head coach Tom Herman, whom Mehringer
coached under at Rice, Iowa State, Ohio State and
Houston. Mehringer served last season as wide re-
ceivers coach for the Cougars, who averaged 40.4
points per game and upended Florida State in the
Peach Bowl.

RUTGERS FOOTBALL

Tight ends
factor into
the offense
This version of spread
provides opportunities
J.P. PELZMAN @JPPELZMAN

MARK R. SULLIVAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Rutgers offensive coordinator Drew Mehringer is expected
to utilize the tight ends this season. 

See RUTGERS, Page 2B

EAST RUTHERFORD - Devon Kennard isn’t wor-
ried about getting cut.

His concern is with those Giants teammates who en-
tered the preseason finale Thursday night against the
Patriots under a cloud of uncertainty regarding their
immediate future.

The roster will stay at 75 for one more day, and then,
in one fell swoop, the Giants will say goodbye to 22 more
players, ending for them what has been a quest that be-
gan in spring workouts and will be dashed by a phone
call within the next 24 hours.

“For me, this is the worst week of the NFL,” said
Kennard, the Giants’ 2014 fifth-round pick and their
starter at strong side linebacker. “It’s hard seeing guys
go home, good players go home and their dreams be
stripped away from them. It’s hard to witness and be a
part of, and just pray for those guys whenever it hap-
pens. And maybe some of them will get other opportuni-
ties.”

Eli Manning, Odell Beckham Jr., Weston Richburg
and the starting defensive line of Olivier Vernon, Jason
Pierre-Paul, Johnathan Hankins and Damon Har-

GIANTS

VINCENT CARCHIETTA-USA TODAY SPORTS
Giants defensive back Andrew Adams returns an interception
against the Jets during the preseason game last week. 

Players make final bid to avoid cut

See GIANTS, Page 2B

ART STAPLETON @ART_STAPLETON

FLORHAM PARK - Tiago Dos Santos walked off the
soccer field after the College of St. Elizabeth’s first
match with a ball in his hands, still shiny despite a cou-
ple of weeks use.

That ball will be part of the Eagles’ history, the first
goal scored by a men’s soccer player. St. Elizabeth
freshman striker Lidio Bicaku of Chatham found the
back of the net in the fourth minute of the second half,
on a goal he described as “lucky.”

Dos Santos marked the ball, which is destined for the
Eagles’ trophy case, along with a photo of the first
squad. The fact that it was scored in a 9-1 loss to County
College of Morris on Thursday afternoon was far less
important than the existence of the St. Elizabeth men’s
team itself.

The College of St. Elizabeth admitted its first class of
67 male undergraduates this fall, most of whom moved
onto campus just a couple of weeks ago. Dos Santos, the
Eagles’ coach, was hired about a month before that, a
late replacement scrambling to fill out the roster.

“It’ll challenge myself. It’ll challenge the rest of our
coaching staff. It’ll challenge our players, our program
overall and the school,” Dos Santos said. “I’m up for the
challenge, and I know these guys are as well. It’s some-
thing I look forward to.”

The roster is all freshmen, aside from junior trans-
fer Christian Ferias of Dover. Freshman goalkeeper Se-
bastian Marrero is completely new to soccer.

The St. Elizabeth players hadn’t even been part of a
competitive match together until taking the field 

COLLEGE SOCCER

KAREN FUCITO/CORRESPONDENT
St. Elizabeth freshman midfielder Kevin Ramirez takes a shot
with two County College of Morris defenders closing in.See DEBUT, Page 3B

JANE HAVSY @DAILYRECORDSPTS

St. Elizabeth men defeated
in historic debut for program



DARLINGTON, S.C. - Jeff Gordon
had long planned to be at Darlington
Raceway this weekend, largely to greet
fans and answer questions about his ca-
reer as a four-time Sprint Cup champi-
on.

Gordon now has a more important
role this weekend as fill-in driver for in-
jured Dale Earnhardt Jr. — gain a vic-
tory in the Southern 500 that could lead
the Hendrick Motorsports team into
NASCAR’s championship chase.

And there may be no better place for
the 45-year-old Gordon’s experience to
shine through than Darlington, where
he’s third all-time with seven victories.

“It’s a track that I’m comfortable on
and that I like,” Gordon said this week.
“I hope I can put that with a result that
this team deserves.”

It has been a whirlwind summer for
Gordon, who was fully vested into his
post-Sprint Cup life after making the fi-
nal four Chase contenders before losing
the title to Kyle Busch last November.

Gordon enjoyed his role as NASCAR
Xfinity broadcaster earlier this season,
played a leadership role as an equity
partner in Hendrick Motorsports and
had some quality time with wife Ingrid
Vandebosch and their two children, 9-
year-old Ella and 6-year-old Leo.

“It was balancing out really nicely, all
going according to plan,” he said.

That’s when owner, business partner
and friend, Rick Hendrick, asked Gor-
don to return to the car once more to
help an Earnhardt team in crisis. Earn-
hardt, NASCAR’s most popular driver

from 2002 through last year, was diag-
nosed with concussion symptoms from a
hard crash at Michigan in June and was
told by doctors he needed time out of the
car to recover. Gordon first drove the No.
88 Chevrolet at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway for the Brickyard 400 in July,
finishing 13th. Gordon raced the next
three events ending at Bristol Motor
Speedway two weeks ago where he was
11th, his best relief showing.

After missing last week’s summer
race at Michigan — he had a previous
commitment and felt it wasn’t fair to the
team not to devote his full attention to
racing — Gordon is back at the “Lady in
Black,” an egg-shaped oval only David
Pearson (10 wins) and the late Dale Earn-
hardt (nine victories) have tamed any
better.

Gordon said unlike before In his lim-
ited Sprint Cup engagement, he feels like
he has solid strategies and notes to offer
crew chief Greg Ives and the team from

his 16th-place finish in 2015 — what was
supposed to be his final ride around
Darlington.

“First time all year I have some valu-
able notes about the package and what
the car should be like,” he said. “I’m
hoping that can help me get up to speed
and help the team.”

Gordon took to NASCAR’s oldest su-
perspeedway almost from the get go.
His first win here came in 1995, just two
years after he first drove a Sprint Cup
car here. He swept both events in 1996,
including the Southern 500 to join Bill
Elliott as the only racers to capture the
Winston Million bonus for winning
three of the sports’ crown jewel events
in the same season. Gordon’s last vic-
tory in 2007 may have been the most
memorable. He was worried about
overheating the last few laps and didn’t
think he’d make to the end. After taking
the checkered flag, Gordon’s radiator
blew up in victory lane.

Gordon strong at Darlington

AP
Jeff Gordon, right, talks with Martin Truex Jr.
before NASCAR Sprint Cup race at Bristol,
Tenn., earlier this month.

NASCAR SPRINT CUP

Much at stake with fill-in
returning to comfort zone

PETE IACOBELLI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Hermine prompts Friday
postponement

NASCAR has postponed all track activity
today and canceled qualifying for its
Sprint Cup and Xfinity races at Darling-
ton Raceway in anticipation of Hermine
bringing inclement weather to the South
Carolina track. Hermine on Thursday
strengthened into a hurricane. Both the
Sprint Cup Series and the Xfinity Series
had scheduled practices today and were
supposed to qualify on Saturday. Howev-
er, in the revamped weekend schedule,
both series will line up the field based on
points in the standings. The Xfinity Series
race is scheduled for Saturday afternoon,
while the Cup race is scheduled for Sun-
day evening.
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NEW YORK - When heavy rain began
pelting the closed roof atop Arthur Ashe
Stadium, Andy Murray couldn’t pick up
the usual sounds of a tennis match.

Most importantly, he said, the thwack
of a ball coming off his opponent’s racket
strings — or his own, for that matter —
was completely indiscernible during a
6-4, 6-1, 6-4 second-round victory over
Marcel Granollers at the U.S. Open on
Thursday.

As it is, the $150 million retractable
cover making its tournament debut this
week makes the main stadium louder be-
cause the structure, even when open,
traps the sounds of spectators chatting
in the stands.

When it’s shut, as was the case
Wednesday because of showers that de-
layed play on all other courts for hours at
a time, the roof amplifies all of that ambi-
ent noise.

And when the drops came down early
in Murray’s second set, well, it was loud
as can be.

“You can’t hear anything, really,” 2012
U.S. Open champion Murray said. “I
mean, you could hear the line calls.”

But that was about it. As Murray and
Granollers played, there was a constant
din during points, an amalgam of the
downpour bouncing off the outside of the
roof and the murmur of the crowd
bouncing off the inside. From a seat in
the 10th row parallel to a baseline, the
racket-ball impact was rendered silent
by a louder version of what you hear
when you hold a seashell to your ear.

It’s not simply that it’s an unfamiliar
soundtrack for a Grand Slam match. It
affects the competition.

“We use our ears when we play. It’s not
just the eyes. (The sound) helps us pick
up the speed of the ball, the spin that’s on
the ball, how hard someone’s hitting it. If
we played with our ears covered or with
headphones on, it would be a big advan-
tage if your opponent wasn’t wearing
them,” Murray explained. “It’s tricky.
You can still do it, but it’s harder, for
sure.”

Granollers offered a similar take.
“We’re not used to playing with that

noise. … I was not feeling like I was hit-
ting the ball right. It was difficult also to
concentrate. Tough to play,” Granollers
said. “There is more noise with the roof,
but, I mean, if it’s not raining, it’s OK.
With the rain, it was too much.”

Like Murray, he acknowledged play-
ers will need to learn to adjust.

“When it rains, you’re going to get
noise,” U.S. Tennis Association Execu-
tive Director Gordon Smith said, when
asked about the players’ comments
about the ruckus.

“We will look at potential ways to at-
tenuate some of the noise going forward.
It’s going to be louder than it was. We
knew that. And it’s something the play-
ers will deal with and the fans will deal
with.”

The good news: At least Murray, Gra-
nollers and others were able to play. Rain
has often been a schedule-wreaker at the
U.S. Open, where the men’s final was
postponed five consecutive years from
2008-12.

Because of Thursday’s wet weather,
action around the grounds was limited
until the early evening. Winners includ-
ed seven-time major champion Venus

Williams, who beat Julia Goerges 6-2,
6-3, and No. 5 Simona Halep, who elim-
inated Lucie Safarova 6-3, 6-4 in a meet-
ing between past French Open finalists
that was the first contest played entire-
ly with the roof closed (it was shut for
the first time during a match midway
through Rafael Nadal’s victory
Wednesday). Williams’ younger sister
Serena, seeking a record-breaking
23rd Grand Slam title, faced Vania
King in the night session.

Men advancing included No. 6 Kei
Nishikori and No. 8 Dominic Thiem.
Juan Martin del Potro, the 2009 cham-
pion, was scheduled to face 19th-seeded
Steve Johnson of the U.S. at night.

Murray is having the best season of
his career and can become only the
fourth man in the Open era, which
dates to 1968, to reach all four Grand
Slam finals in a single year. He was the
runner-up at the Australian Open in
January and the French Open in June,
then won his second Wimbledon cham-
pionship in July and his second consec-
utive Olympic singles gold medal in
August.

Murray wins under cover 
HOWARD FENDRICH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

U.S. OPEN

AP
Andy Murray returns a shot to Marcel Granollers during the second round of the U.S. Open.

NORTON, Mass. - The Ryder Cup is a
month away and Phil Mickelson already
has identified a big problem with the
American team.

In the Boston area for the Deutsche
Bank Championship, the eight automat-
ic qualifiers had their first team session
Wednesday night at Gillette Stadium.
They were given a tour of the New Eng-
land Patriots’ home and heard an inspi-
rational speech from Mike Eruzione,
the captain of the 1980 hockey team that
won Olympic gold.

And then it was time for golf.
From a platform in the stadium, they

hit wedges to a target about 80 yards
away. It was closest to the pin, and Mick-
elson won.

One problem.
“There was no left-handed clubs, and

he hit it righty,” Jordan Spieth said.
“Phil hit it to about 4 feet right-handed
on his second try, which made us all feel
really bad. Because he sure let us know
about it.”

Mickelson wasn’t done chirping the
next day.

“It was a 60-degree wedge from only
80 yards. It wasn’t like it was rocket sci-
ence,” he said Thursday after his pro-
am round at the TPC Boston. “I feel like
it identified a weakness in the U.S. team
that we need to work on in the next four
or five weeks, because if I’m hitting
right-handed inside of them … we’ve
got time to fix it. But we’ve got an issue.”

Then again, he only had to beat seven
players.

Europe completed its 12-man team
Tuesday when Darren Clarke made his
three captain’s picks. The U.S. team has
just eight players at the moment. Not
until the next two tournaments are over
will Davis Love III announce three
picks. A fourth pick will come after the
Tour Championship, just five days be-
fore the Ryder Cup begins.

The reason behind the staggered
picks is having the option to take a hot
player. That means two cups are at
stake for a few dozen Americans — an
audition for the Ryder Cup, and the Fe-
dEx Cup that offers a $10 million bonus
and a five-year exemption. Love said
earlier this week that the entire field at
the Deutsche Bank Championship “has
to be on our radar.”

Zach Johnson got the final spot on the
American team, but only after Rickie
Fowler fell apart on the closing holes at
The Barclays. Love said he felt Johnson
would be freed up to perform better
now that making the Ryder Cup team no
longer hangs over him.

If that’s the case, what to make of J.B.
Holmes or Scott Piercy, Justin Thomas
or Daniel Berger?

“I don’t have that extra pressure,”
Spieth said. “That’s a team that every-
body want to be on … as bad as anything
they’ve tried to accomplish this year.
Now the guys that are just off the list
that are in consideration, they pretty
much have a playoff with each other
over the next couple weeks. And it cer-
tainly adds excitement for those watch-
ing. But for those guys, that’s tough.”

Mickelson doesn’t see it that way.
While the task force agreed to wait as

long as possible to make the picks so
they could identify the hot players,
Love has said the three picks on Sept. 12
should be easier to make than the final
pick on Sept. 25. Are the next two weeks
really an audition?

“I don’t think there’s that much pres-
sure because I think the picks are fairly
obvious,” Mickelson said. “If we get
who gets a hot hand, and we need that
hot hand at the Ryder Cup and it gives us
the best chance to win, then we have
that option. For the most part, it’s fairly
obvious who the picks are without nam-
ing them.”

Patrick Reed moved to No. 1 in the
standings with his victory at The Bar-
clays. Chad Campbell got the 100th and
final spot. The top 70 after this week will
move on to the third playoff event at
Crooked Stick next week.

2 cups at
stake for
the rest of
September
DOUG FERGUSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

GOLF

against CCM Tuesday. By comparison,
the Titans looked like a Morris-Sussex
all-star squad.

CCM sophomore David DeVries of
Kinnelon and freshman Mount Olive
graduate Bektesh Hadzovic scored two
goals apiece. Hopatcong graduates Sam
Gomes and Charlie Lopez, Matias Lago
of Randolph, Morris Hills alumnus Bru-
no Meinero and Camilo Ospina-Betan-
court of Dover also scored in the Titans’
season opener.

“It means everything to us, because
we want it to be a good season,” Ospina-

baskets replaced and padding added to
the walls. The bookstore was trans-
formed into a weight room.

The soccer and lacrosse fields are
only two years old, and the school is con-
sidering adding lights to expand oppor-
tunities for both games and practice.
Outdoor basketball courts also are being
discussed.

“It’s different,” said St. Elizabeth
freshman striker Leandro Suarez, who
played with Ospina-Betancourt and mid-
fielder Chris Rubio at Dover.

“At Dover High School, we were play-
ing together for the longest time. Here,
we’re just getting to know each other.
Freshman year is always the hardest, no
matter where you do it.”

Staff writer Jane Havsy: 973-428-6682;
jhavsy@gannettnj.com

“It feels awesome,” Bicaku said. “It’s
going to be in the books. I wanted to be
part of something brand new, work to-
wards it. It feels very cool. It’s a cool mo-
ment.”

Of the 58 new student-athletes at St.
Elizabeth, 37 of them are men, recruited
to play on the new soccer, basketball, vol-
leyball or tennis teams. Men make up 42
percent of the freshman class.

When Georgian Court in Lakewood
went coed in 2013, there were only six
general male students and the rest were
athletes.

Most of St. Elizabeth’s athletic facili-
ties were renovated this summer in
preparation for the men’s teams. The
locker rooms, originally just for women,
were gutted and refurbished. The 350-
person capacity gym was repainted, the

Betancourt said. “We’re part of their his-
tory, in a way. Our whole team was pretty
pumped up for the game. It’s our first
game. It’s their first game in history. It’s
their first time out on the pitch. Every-
thing is a first.”

The Eagles debuted in front of packed
bleachers, a crowd which included most
of the St. Elizabeth men’s basketball
team and two Chatham United girls
teams Dos Santos coaches. Midfielder
Kevin Ramirez, a freshman from New
Brunswick, was St. Elizabeth’s biggest
offensive threat, with the team’s first
shot on goal with 7:59 left in the first half,
and two more in the second.

Ramirez was also involved with the
goal, pressuring a CCM player into a bad
pass back on which Bicaku was able to
capitalize.

Debut
Continued from Page 1B
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