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2016 Rio Olympics 
Mount Olive alumna advances to tonight’s

women’s triple jump final. In Sports

4th annual Vets Summer Fest benefits Operation Chillout for homeless veterans. 3A

He still sees them, more than three dec-
ades after the horrific crash wiped out 18 of
his military brothers. 

He climbed all through the foggy night to
find their battered bodies, still seated in the
ripped-open hull of the cargo plane that
they’d been ready to parachute from min-
utes before it slammed into a mountain in
Spain.

It had been a training mission, and Sgt.
Don Karpowich’s job that day in February
1984 was to guide the plane in and tell the
men when to jump. He did exactly that, but
for some reason the pilot took another pass.
That’s when they crashed.

He wasn’t at fault, but he can’t help but
wonder if he could have done anything dif-
ferently.

It haunted him then. It haunts him still.
And the only thing that gives him a mea-

sure of relief, he says, is marijuana.
He and other veterans like him who suf-

fer from what’s called Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder insist that the drug helps
them and they should be allowed to use it le-
gally. And while the science behind it is not
clear, their argument was strong enough
for both houses of the state Legislature to
overwhelmingly approve a bill adding
PTSD to the list of maladies that fall under
the state’s medical marijuana law. The mea-
sure now sits on Gov. Christie’s desk, where
it awaits his signature or veto.

Karpowich didn’t see a therapist after
the crash. Instead he went back to work,
jumping out of airplanes and guiding mis-
sions for an elite group of U.S. Air Force air-
men known as “combat controllers” for the
next nine years.

At first, he found his therapy in a bottle.
He went to bars and picked fights. He later
leaned on cocaine and painkillers for his
physical injuries from years of parachute
jumps. Those drugs masked his emotional
pain but couldn’t heal it.

In 2009, his wife gave him an ultimatum
— get help or get out.

He got help; help from her, from counsel-
ing and from smoking marijuana.

The 57-year-old veteran now runs a dog-
walking business in his hometown, Morris-
town. He doesn’t drink. He doesn’t take pain
pills. He doesn’t go to bars and pick fights.

When symptoms of his PTSD arise, they
come with a myriad of thoughts, inputs and
reactions that flood his brain. He becomes
hypersensitive, his reactions uncontrolla-
ble.

“My brain fires off in all of these differ-
ent directions,” he said. “I can’t keep my
head in one spot.”

Marijuana quiets the noise.
“It puts all that down. My head’s not

shooting all over the place,” Karpowich
said. “It slows me down, helps me focus on
what I do in the moment.”

But using marijuana as he does also puts
him in legal danger in New Jersey because
he’s not one of the thousands whose condi-
tions allow them to use medical marijuana
here.

So, Karpowich has also become an out-
spoken advocate for his cause. He testified
in Trenton in June, sharing his story and
pleading with legislators to pass a bill that
would make PTSD a qualifying condition
for medical marijuana in New Jersey, just
like glaucoma, multiple sclerosis, severe or
chronic pain and terminal illness.

But the fate of the bill is far from certain.
Christie has historically been a critic of ex-
panding medical marijuana. And, as a for-
mer federal prosecutor, he’s been a vocal
opponent of legalizing its recreational use.

Vet fights for
legal relief
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Air Force Combat Controller veteran Don Karpowich says he wants to see PTSD added to the list of
conditions that are treatable with medical marijuana. 

Morristown veteran
supports medical

marijuana for PTSD

See PTSD, Page 7A

TODD SOUTH @TSOUTHJOURNO “It (marijuana) slows me

down, helps me focus on what

I do in the moment.”

DON KARPOWICH

MORRISTOWN - A Superior Court Family Divi-
sion judge has ruled that a set of out-of-state grand-
parents cannot adopt a 3-year-old Morris County girl
and went further, likening the adoption complaint to
“the absurd scenario” of a babysitter entrusted to
care for a child trying to institute adoption proceed-
ings.

Superior Court Judge Louis S. Sceusi, sitting in
Morristown, recently wrote a 28-page decision in a
case captioned “In the Matter of the Adoption of a
Child By M.E.B.” He analyzed case law and state stat-
utes and opined that he did not have “subject-matter
jurisdiction” — the legal authority to consider the
adoption request — because the grandparents are not
New Jersey residents and, most importantly in their
case, the grandparents did not receive the child into
their care through her placement with an “approved
agency.” 

Approved agencies would include recognized
adoption agencies with whom the child had been
placed, or the state Department of Children Protec-
tion and Permanency, formerly known as the state Di-
vision of Youth and Family Services. The child was
never placed with any agency so the complaint was
for a private adoption, the judge noted.

Sceusi’s decision could have ended with the conclu-
sion that he didn’t have jurisdiction to decide the mat-
ter but, he wrote; “Nevertheless, due to the magnitude
of these issues, the court feels compelled to address
them,” including the standing of the grandparents to
adopt. 

The grandparents who first filed a complaint for
adoption of the girl in Superior Court, Morristown, in
February 2015, when she was about 18 months old, live
in New York State. They are the mother of the child’s
biological father, and her partner. The child and her 

Judge rules
grandparents
can’t adopt
Morris child 
PEGGY WRIGHT @PEGGYWRIGHTDR

See JUDGE, Page 2A

FLORHAM PARK - When the first male student un-
packed his suitcases at the College of St. Elizabeth this
week, the T-shirts and textbooks he put onto dorm
room shelves are the culmination of a transformation
that began years ago.

Sixty-seven men have chosen to become part of the
inaugural coed class, along with 94 women, so about 42
percent of the incoming freshmen will be men.

Vice President for Student Life Katherine M. Buck
sees the addition of male undergrads as an expansion
of the school’s original mission from 1899, when the
Sisters of Charity, who already ran an all-girls high
school on their convent’s campus, founded the College
of St. Elizabeth to provide those students with higher
education.

“Then, the need was to educate young women,”
Buck said. “Today, the mission is still the same. We’re
broadening it to include more men, students of great 

St. Elizabeth
welcomes 67
male students
JANE HAVSY @DAILYRECORDSPTS
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Some of the new signage at the College of Saint Elizabeth in
Florham Park reflects the enrollment of men at the school. 

See STUDENTS, Page 2A
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How will male student-athletes change St. Elizabeth? 
Sports, 1B
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GARDENING FORECAST
Partly sunny today; a heavy thunderstorm, hot 
and humid. Winds west-southwest 6-12 mph. 
A heavy thunderstorm tonight. Winds west 4-8 
mph. Partly sunny tomorrow.

TODAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
94
72

92
70

89
74

87
68

88
68

Humid; a heavy 
p.m. t-storm

Partly sunny 
and hot

A t-storm in the 
afternoon

A shower and 
t-storm around

Rather cloudy 
and humid

Today: Wind from the west-southwest at 7-14 
knots. Seas 1-3 feet. Visibility less than a mile in 
an afternoon shower or thunderstorm.
Monday: Wind from the west-southwest at 4-8 
knots. Seas 2 feet or less. Visibility clear to the 
horizon.

Friday  .............................................................  19
Month to date (normal)  ....................... 138 (118)
Year to date (normal)  .......................... 841 (673)

COOLING DEGREE DAYS
Index of energy consumption indicating how 
many degrees the average temperature was 
above 65 degrees for the day.

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016
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How the air feels based on temperature and 
humidity.
8 a.m.  .............................................................  86
Noon  ............................................................  103
4 p.m.  ..........................................................  102
8 p.m.  ............................................................  93

HEAT INDEX

24 hours ending 8 a.m. yesterday  ..............  Trace
Month to date  ............................................. 0.29”
Normal month to date  ................................ 1.87”
Year to date  .............................................. 24.55”
Normal year to date  .................................. 30.56”

High/low  ....................................................  96/72
Normal high/low  .......................................  84/64
Record high  ......................................  97 in 1949
Record low  ........................................  49 in 1930

New Brunswick through 8 a.m. yesterday

Asbury Park 92/75/t 87/73/pc
Atlantic City 92/78/t 89/76/t
Camden 96/76/pc 93/74/t
Cape May 93/79/t 90/76/t
Cherry Hill 96/76/pc 93/74/pc
Hoboken 95/77/t 92/77/pc
Jersey City 96/77/t 92/77/pc
Middletown 93/75/t 89/74/pc
Newark 97/77/t 93/76/pc
New Brunswick 95/74/t 92/72/pc
Trenton 95/75/t 92/73/pc

Today 5:10 a.m. 11:26 a.m.
5:36 p.m. ---

Monday 6:05 a.m. 12:11 a.m.
6:27 p.m. 12:15 p.m.

Today 5:06 a.m. 11:32 a.m.
5:32 p.m. ---

Monday 6:01 a.m. 12:17 a.m.
6:23 p.m. 12:21 p.m.

Today Mon.

1
4 6 6 4

1

Full Last New First

Aug 18 Aug 24 Sep 1 Sep 9

Today 5:08 p.m. 2:23 a.m.
Monday 5:56 p.m. 3:16 a.m.

Today 6:08 a.m. 7:57 p.m.
Monday 6:09 a.m. 7:56 p.m.

The Sun Rise Set
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Shown is 
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Temperatures are 
today’s highs and 

tonight’s lows.

The Moon Rise Set

MARINE FORECAST THE STATE

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy,
sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flur-
ries, sn-snow, i-ice.

 8 am 10 am Noon 2 pm 4 pm 6 pm
The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 
the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 
3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

UV INDEX SUN AND MOON

Air Quality Index for yesterday
AIR QUALITY INDEX

0-50 Good; 51-100 Moderate; 101-150 Unhealthy for 
sensitive groups; 151-200 Unhealthy; 201-300 Very 
Unhealthy; 301-500 Hazardous
Source: NJ Bureau of Air Monitoring
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The Daily Record corrects factual errors as soon as
they are brought to our attention. Errors should be report-
ed to Executive Editor Joe Ungaro at 973-428-6624.

Corrections Policy

SATURDAY, AUG. 13

NEW JERSEY
Midday Pick-3: 374
Straight: $317.50
Box: $52.50
Pair: $31.50
Midday Pick-4: 2647
Straight: $3,068.50
Box: $127.50
Evening Pick-3: 052
Straight: $338
Box: $56
Pair: $33.50
Evening Pick-4: 4181
Straight: $2,215.50
Box: $184.50
Jersey Cash 5: 6, 10, 18, 36,
37 
5 of 5 pays $0
4 of 5 pays $661
3 of 5 pays $16

NEW YORK
Midday Daily: 644
Lucky Sum: 14
Midday WinFour: 6026
Lucky Sum: 14
Evening Daily: 736
Lucky Sum: 16
Evening WinFour: 2944
Lucky Sum: 19
Lotto: Late drawing
Take-5: Late drawing
Pick 10: Late drawing

PENNSYLVANIA
Pick 2 Day: 11
Pick 3 Day: 048
Pick 4 Day: 0345
Pick 5 Day: 11584
Treasure Hunt: 1, 8, 14, 15,
20 
Pick 2 Evening: 00
Pick 3 Evening: 196
Pick 4 Evening: 5633
Pick 5 Evening: 35091
Cash 5: 1, 25, 34, 37, 41

MULTISTATE
Powerball: Late drawing

FRIDAY, AUG. 12

NEW JERSEY
Midday Pick-3: 976
Straight: $229
Box: $38; Pair: $22.50
Midday Pick-4: 5121
Straight: $2,125.50
Box: $177; Pair: $21
Evening Pick-3: 675
Straight: $249.50
Box: $41.50; Pair: $24.50
Evening Pick-4: 7639
Straight: $2,710.50
Box: $112.50; Pair: $27
Jersey Cash 5: 10, 27, 40, 41,
42
5 of 5 pays $0
4 of 5 pays $597
3 of 5 pays $19

NEW YORK
Midday Daily: 488
Lucky Sum: 20
Midday WinFour: 2288
Lucky Sum: 20
Evening Daily: 284
Lucky Sum: 14
Evening WinFour: 2790
Lucky Sum: 18
Take-5: 4, 7, 14, 29, 37
Pick 10: 2, 3, 5, 9, 12, 13, 21,
24, 31, 34, 37, 40, 45, 48, 53,
60, 62, 63, 67, 78

PENNSYLVANIA
Pick 2 Day: 78
Pick 3 Day: 737
Pick 4 Day: 4079
Pick 5 Day: 19943
Treasure Hunt: 9, 15, 19, 24,
26
Pick 2 Evening: 79
Pick 3 Evening: 502
Pick 4 Evening: 6349
Pick 5 Evening: 66503
Cash 5: 3, 4, 22, 34, 43

MULTISTATE
Mega Millions: 4, 41, 44, 56,
69
Mega Ball: 10

Today is Sunday, Aug. 14, the
227th day of 2016. There are 139
days left in the year.

On this date in:
1848: The Oregon Territory was

created.
1900: International forces, in-

cluding U.S. Marines, entered Beij-
ing to put down the Boxer Rebel-
lion, which was aimed at purging
China of foreign influence.

1935:President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt signed the Social Security
Act into law.

1936: Rainey Bethea became the
last man to be publicly executed in
the United States as he was hanged

in Owensboro, Kentucky, for rap-
ing 70-year-old Lischia Edwards.

1941: President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt and British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill issued the Atlan-
tic Charter, a joint declaration that
expressed hopes for “a better fu-
ture for the world.”

1945: President Harry S. Tru-
man announced that Imperial Ja-
pan had surrendered uncondition-
ally, ending World War II.

1947: Pakistan became indepen-
dent of British rule.

1969: British troops went to
Northern Ireland to intervene in
sectarian violence between Protes-

tants and Roman Catholics.
1973: U.S. bombing of Cambodia

came to a halt.
1980: Workers went on strike at

the Lenin Shipyard in Gdansk, Po-
land, in a job action that resulted in
creation of the Solidarity labor
movement. Actress-model Do-
rothy Stratten, 20, was shot to death
by her estranged husband and man-
ager, Paul Snider, who then killed
himself.

1996: The Republican national
convention in San Diego nominated
Bob Dole for president and Jack
Kemp for vice president.
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mother live with the mother’s par-
ents in Morris County. The biologi-
cal mother and father never mar-
ried but have an amicable relation-
ship and were united in opposing
the adoption petition, according to
their attorneys and court papers.

“This child was never available
for adoption,” said attorney Jan
Bernstein, who was appointed to
represent the biological father.
“It’s been a long road for the par-
ents to untangle it all. They are two
really involved parents and the
child is beautifully cared for.”

“It’s a marvelous decision,” said
attorney Karin Haber, who repre-
sented the biological mother, who
also was awarded attorney’s fees
by the judge. “You can’t try to adopt
a child who isn’t available.”

In deciding to award attorney
fees on the adoption matter to Ha-
ber, Sceusi wrote: “This court is
also cognizant of the tremendous fi-
nancial cost that these young par-
ents have been forced to spend to
protect their constitution rights to
have (the child) returned and to
continue to keep her. Indeed, they
have been forced to do so in a court
without jurisdiction to even hear
the matter.” 

The attorneys said that the New
York grandparents took care of the
little girl at times at their home but
that the biological parents — both
in their twenties and no longer a
couple — never relinquished custo-
dy nor suggested the child was
available for adoption. No state
agency had tried to terminate pa-
rental rights.

But in February 2015, the child
temporarily was staying with the
grandparents when they filed a
complaint for adoption that said
they “received the child into their
care by verbal and implied consent
of the child’s birth parents,” who al-
legedly failed to contribute to the
child’s needs and “abandoned” her.
They also alleged that the biologi-
cal parents were not good parents.

A Family Court judge, not Sceu-
si, set down a hearing for the pro-
posed adoption for April 17, 2015;

declared the child a ward of the
court and gave the grandparents
temporary custody. A Children
Protection and Permanency inves-
tigation was ordered, but never oc-
curred, because the biological
mother filed an immediate com-
plaint that refuted allegations of
abandonment. Without notice to the
grandparents, a judge in March
2015, on an ex parte basis, vacated
the temporary custody order and
dismissed the adoption complaint,
a month before the slated hearing.

The grandparents appealed and
the state’s Appellate Division re-
manded the case back to the Family
Division after finding that the
rights of the grandparents “were
trammeled” because they were not
given an opportunity to argue their
case in court. Sceusi was given the
task of hearing the case, heard
lengthy arguments two weeks ago
and issued his written decision that
dismissed the grandparents’ adop-
tion complaint.

Attorneys for the grandparents
did not respond to calls for com-
ment and it is not known whether
they plan an appeal.

Sceusi, after analyzing other
adoption rulings and laws, conclud-
ed that the grandparents’ com-
plaint for adoption was not support-
ed by the consent of the parents,
nor the backing of an approved
agency that placed her for adop-
tion. The grandparents, he wrote,
“decided that (the child’s) best in-
terests were with them and institut-
ed adoption proceedings.” “Place-
ment” of the child for adoption was
the absent prerequisite, Sceusi
said.

“Without some form of place-
ment as a requirement, the court
can envision the absurd scenario of
a babysitter, entrusted to care for a
child for a few hours, taking the
child to the nearest courthouse to
institute adoption proceedings, al-
leging exactly what the plaintiffs
allege, and then gaining custody of
a child. Here, even though the
plaintiffs were not (the child’s)
babysitters but her grandmothers,
it fails to mollify the situation, for
the critical issue of parents’ consti-
tutional rights to raise their chil-
dren is left threatened without
placement as a prerequisite.”

Sceusi quoted in his decision a
prior U.S. Supreme Court decision
that said “The rights to conceive
and to raise one’s children have
been deemed essential...basic civil
rights of man...and rights far more
precious...than property rights.”

He noted also that grandparents
have no corresponding constitu-
tional rights to parent their grand-
children.

Staff Writer Peggy Wright: 973-
267-1142; pwright@Gan-
nettNJ.com. 

Judge
Continued from Page 1A
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Morris County Superior Court Family
Division Judge Louis Sceusi.

“It’s been a long road

for the parents to

untangle it all. They

are two really involved

parents and the child is

beautifully cared for.”

JAN BERNSTEIN
ATTORNEY

promise who might not otherwise
be able to be educated. ... They’re
kids who deserve a shot, and de-
serve the support system they’ll
need to graduate.”

There were as many as 300 wom-
en’s colleges in 1960, according to
the U.S. Department of Education.
But facing sluggish enrollment and
the need to remain financially sol-
vent in a depressed economy, that
number has dropped to about 40.

Though St. Elizabeth has admit-
ted male students to its graduate
and continuing-education pro-
grams since the 1970s, Buck and
her colleagues have been working
with Georgian Court, which went
coed in 2013, trying to ease “some
low level of anxiety” of faculty
members who have not had male
students in their classrooms.

Athletic Director Juliene Bra-
zinski Simpson consulted with Lori
Frey, her counterpart at Wilson
College in Chambersburg, Pa.,

which added male students-ath-
letes two years ago. The College of
New Rochelle (N.Y.), which has
also admitted men to its graduate
and professional programs, will
also add male undergrads this fall.

St. Elizabeth’s Board of Trustees
formally announced the change in
the five-year strategic plan issued
in June 2015, after two years of fo-
cus groups and intensive study.

“We were fortunate to have laid
out a very specific plan with time-
lines and responsibilities for each
action,” St. Elizabeth’s President
Helen J. Streubert said in a state-
ment. “We have stayed on track, so
to date, all is going well.”

Floors in each of the college’s
two residence halls have been des-
ignated coed, with others staying
women only. Bathrooms in the old-
er building have been renovated,
raising the showerheads “to better
accommodate taller students, male
or female,” Buck said.

Thirty-seven of the incoming
men will be student-athletes,
recruited to play on the new soccer,
basketball or tennis teams. In No-
vember, the NCAA’s management
council approved St. Elizabeth’s ap-

plication to add men’s sports, which
will play in the Northeastern Ath-
letic Conference.

Most of St. Elizabeth’s athletics
facilities were renovated this sum-
mer in preparation for the male stu-
dent-athletes’ arrival on campus.

The locker rooms, originally all
for women, were gutted and refur-
bished so there are now home and
visitors’ spaces for men and wom-
en. The gym was repainted, the bas-
kets replaced, and the padding up-
graded.

The soccer and lacrosse fields
are only two years old, and the
school is considering adding lights
to expand opportunities for both
games and practice.

Orientation for all new College
of St. Elizabeth undergraduates
will begin Thursday morning.

“All our athletes and coaches are
excited,” Simpson said. “(Adding
male students) improves every-
thing we have. It makes everybody
more aware. ... We talk about being
leaders on this campus. We want
our athletes to be the ones to do it.”

Staff Writer Jane Havsy: 973-
428-6682; jhavsy@gannettnj.com;
www.dailyrecord.com/writerjane

Students
Continued from Page 1A



NEW YORK - Life wasn’t much different for Joe Gi-
rardi Saturday morning.

That is, until the Yankees manager arrived to the
ballpark. For him and the organization, it was Day 1 of
life after Alex Rodriguez.

Rodriguez retired following Friday night’s game
and was released by the team early Saturday.

“I have a lineup card and his name’s not on there,”
Girardi said in his pregame press conference. “And
there’s not another Rodriguez is our organization at
this level that makes me think he’s there. It’s differ-
ent.”

A new era was rung in Saturday, with 24-year-olds
Aaron Judge and Tyler Austin -- two of the organiza-
tion’s top prospects -- both making their much-antici-
pated big league debuts. It was Rodriguez’s departure

that opened up a roster spot for Austin.
Both players homered in their first at-bats Satur-

day.
“(Friday) night was special,” Yankees general man-

ager Brian Cashman said. “It was great for Alex. Great
for the fans. And great for the win column, and he im-
pacted that as well. But the roster has been changing a
lot. Today is a new day, but it’s been a new day quite
often lately.

“We’ve had a lot of quality people we’ve had to say
goodbye to. But also a lot of quality people we’re say-
ing hello to. It’s the nature of the beast.”

The Yankees ushered in and celebrated an old era
Saturday, as the 1996 World Series championship team
was honored with a pregame on-field ceremony. The
name Alex Rodriguez wasn’t mentioned once in a half-
hour group interview with Derek Jeter, Jorge Posada, 

BASEBALL

New era without A-Rod begins
for Yankees after 1996 reunion

AP

Former Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter hugs bench coach Rob
Thompson before Saturday’s game against the Rays. 

JJ CONRAD
BEREGN RECORD

See YANKEES, Page 6B

Mount Olive alumna Keturah Orji has advanced to tonight’s women’s triple

jump final at the Rio Olympics. HThe American and NCAA record holder in

the event, Orji was the 12th and final qualifier Saturday morning, with a

jump of 14.08 meters (46 feet, 21⁄2 inches). A rising junior at Georgia, Orji was the

only American to reach the final. H She is the first U.S. woman to qualify for the

triple jump final since Sheila Hudson at the inaugural competition in 1996.

FRANCK FIFE, AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Mount Olive’s Keturah Orji competes in the women’s triple jump qualifying round at the Rio Olympics on Saturday. Orji qualified for tonight’s final with a jump of 14.08 meters.
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FLORHAM PARK — Before Tom Wagenblast ap-
plied to work at the College of St. Elizabeth, he hadn’t
even heard of the school. No matter Wagenblast had
grown up in East Brunswick, lives in Belmar, and had
been an assistant men’s basketball coach at Kean since
‘08.

Wagenblast knew exactly what was ahead of him as
St. Elizabeth’s first head men’s basketball coach — and
a recruiter in the college’s admissions office.

Not only did he have to educate potential student-
athletes about the small, Catholic liberal arts school,
Wagenblast had the added task of bringing in the first
class of male undergraduates. Thirty-seven of the 67 in-
coming men, nearly all freshmen, will be student-ath-
letes.

“They all want to be something brand new, that they
can put their mark on,” said Wagenblast, whose entire
roster will be freshmen. “That’s a huge advantage. ...
Moving toward coed, they want our incoming guys to
not only graduate, but succeed in life, because they’re
going to be the first male class ever.”

According to the bright blue folder stuffed with pa-
perwork the NCAA’s management committee ap-
proved in November, St. Elizabeth men’s soccer will be-
gin immediately, with men’s basketball following in a
couple of months. Men’s volleyball and tennis are set to
start in the spring, as St. Elizabeth joins Ramapo, Kean,
New Jersey City University, New Jersey Institute of
Technology and Rutgers-Newark on the short list of
New Jersey colleges hosting men’s volleyball pro-
grams. 

The third year of the plan, 2018, calls for men’s swim-
ming to be added, along with the relaunched women’s
swim team, eliminated along with women’s cross coun-
try to stay in compliance with Title IX.

Other sports — particularly golf and baseball —
were also considered, but would have required con-
struction of new facilities. Instead, St. Elizabeth chose
to save money by renovating what was already avail-
able on campus. The locker rooms, originally just for
women, were gutted and refurbished. The 350-person
capacity gym — which Wagenblast expects to sell out 
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Head basketball coach Tom Wagenblast talks about some of
the facilities under renovation at College of Saint Elizabeth in
Florham Park. The college will welcome its first class of male
students, including student-athletes, this month.

Expectations are high for male
student-athletes at St. Elizabeth
JANE HAVSY @DAILYRECORDSPTS

See EXPECTATIONS, Page 5B
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Total

USA 21 15 18 54

CHN 13 11 17 41

GBR 9 11 6 26

JPN 7 3 14 24

RUS 6 9 8 23

Through 12 of 21 total medal events Saturday Through 12 of 21 total medal events Saturday

Mount Olive alum becomes first U.S. woman
to reach Olympic triple jump final since 1996

ORJI ADVANCES 
STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

See ORJI, Page 3B



Attention all Morris County high school wrestlers,
parents, coaches and fans: When it is time for districts
and regions, gas up the car and pull out the GPS.

Be ready for a long drive to a school where you’ve
possibly never been.

A realignment proposal approved by the NJSIAA
Wrestling Committee that would severely alter the land-
scape of the districts and regions was presented to the
NJSIAA’s League’s and Conference’s Committee Thurs-
day morning. The proposal will move on to the NJSIAA’s
program, finance and executive committees for a Sept.
14 vote. 

If approved, the realignment would begin Feb. 17 —
the first day of districts. In addition, the NJSIAA exec-
utive committee will vote on a proposal to expand the
number of qualifiers at each weight for the individual
championships from three to four, beginning this sea-
son.

Schools would be traveling as much as an hour one
way to reach their district sites and facing new oppo-
nents.

The overhaul came about mainly because of a dis-
crepancy among the number of schools in each region.
Over the last several years, Region 6 fielded 44 schools.
Region 1, on the other extreme, fielded 34. Region 6
coaches complained that there was the equivalent of an
entire extra district full of wrestlers at their region,
making it more difficult for their wrestlers to advance to
the states compared to the other regions.

As it stands with the proposal, Region 2 will have 38
schools participating, while the other seven regions
would have 39 schools.

In addition, there long has been an outcry among Re-
gion 2 public-school coaches because of the overwhelm-
ing individual talent at parochial schools, like Bergen
Catholic, Don Bosco and St. Joseph-Montvale. The Re-
gion 2 public schools long pushed for a nonpublic region,
but that proposal was shot down last winter by State
Commissioner of Education David Hespe, who reversed
a proposal to separate public and nonpublic schools that
was approved by NJSIAA member schools, 216-121.

The new format came about through a geographical
northing system. Once the NJSIAA wrestling commit-
tee came up with the equal number of schools for each
region, it divided the schools into four districts by using
a formula that counted the number of NJSIAA tourna-

ment medals over the last five years, the average final
power-point numbers of schools during that same time
period and the number of teams ranked in the New Jer-
sey Wrestling Coaches Association’s Top 25. 

The wrestling committee was forced to do some jug-
gling after using the northing system, however. Daily
Record calculations placed traditional wrestling power-
houses High Point and Kittatinny in Region 1, along with
nonpublic stalwarts such as Bergen Catholic, Don Bos-
co, St. Joseph-Montvale, DePaul, and Pope John.

Region 2, according to the original northing conduct-
ed by the Daily Record, was very soft in comparison.

However, the wrestling committee moved Bergen
Catholic and DePaul to Region 2. In addition, Seton Hall
Prep, which would have been in Region 3 using the tradi-
tional northing method, was placed in Region 4.

The changes radically change where many Morris
County schools would go for the regions next winter. Pe-
quannock, Jefferson, Butler and Kinnelon will remain in
Region 1, but all of the other Morris schools that had
been in Region 1 have been moved.

Morris Hills, Dover, Mount Olive, Roxbury, Morris
Knolls and Montville will now be in Region 2.

Mendham, Morris Catholic, West Morris and Ran-
dolph -- all former Region 1schools -- will now wrestle in
Region 3. Delbarton, Morristown, Hanover Park, Whip-
pany Park, Madison, and Chatham will remain in Region
3.

Parsippany, Parsippany Hills, Mountain Lakes and
Boonton -- all former Region 3 schools -- will wrestle in
Region 2.

There are some interesting subplots that accompany
the proposed changes.

Hanover Park has emerged as a Top 20 program late-
ly but had a difficult task against Delbarton the last two
years. The Green Wave would have been big favorites to
repeat in the old District 9, but Hanover Park now looks
like a big favorite in District 11.

Delbarton, meanwhile, is the huge early favorite in
District 10. The Green Wave, which has been the best
team in Region 3 lately, will be tested by Phillipsburg if
the proposal gets approved.

One of the areas of concern lies with the lack of geo-
graphic rivalries in the new alignment. Sister schools
Parsippany and Parsippany Hills can now be found in
districts 6 and 8, respectively, instead of District 9 to-
gether. Sister schools Morris Knolls and Morris Hills,
formerly of District 2, are now in districts 8 and 5, re-
spectively.

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Proposed NJSIAA realignment could
alter landscape of districts and regions
JOE HOFMANN
CORRESPONDENT This tentative realignment proposal was e-mailed to Gan-

nett New Jersey and presented to the NJSIAA Leagues and
Conferences Committee Thursday. It will be presented to
the NJSIAA program review, finance and executive com-
mittes on Sept. 14. 

REGION I
DISTRICT 1: High Point; Old Tappan; Ridgewood; West-
wood; Newton; Pascack Valley; North Warren; Dumont;
Ramapo; 
DISTRICT 2: Kittatinny; Pequannock; Jefferson; North-
ern Highlands; Pope John; New Milford; Wayne Hills;
Butler; Kinnelon; Tenafly.
DISTRICT 3: Don Bosco Prep; Emerson/Park Ridge; Pascack
Hills; Sparta; West Milford; Demarest; Mahwah; Vernon;
Wallkill Valley; Indian Hills.
DISTRICT 4: St. Joseph (Montvale); River Dell; Pompton
Lakes; Ramsey; Hawthorne; Glen Rock; Cresskill; Lakeland;
Waldwick; Manchester Regional. 

REGION II
DISTRICT 5: Bergen Catholic; Lenape Valley; Clifton;
Passaic Tech; Hasbrouck Heights; Bergenfield; Morris Hills;
Fort Lee; Dover.
DISTRICT 6: Paramus; Parsippany; Hackensack; Mount
Olive; Saddle Brook; Passaic; Fair Lawn; Bogota; Leonia.
DISTRICT 7: Roxbury; DePaul; West Essex; Cedar Grove;
Lodi; Ridgefield Park; Mountain Lakes; JFK-Paterson;
Paramus Catholic; Dwight Morrow.
DISTRICT 8: Morris Knolls; Wayne Valley; Passaic Valley;
Montville; Garfield; Parsippany Hills; Boonton; Teaneck;
Elmwood Park; Hopatcong. 

REGION III
DISTRICT 9: Phillipsburg; Caldwell; Mendham; Hackett-
stown; Bloomfield; Montclair; Lyndhurst; Barringer; Glen
Ridge.
DISTRICT 10: Delbarton; Nutley; West Orange; Becton;
Verona; Union City; Orange; Columbia; Newark East Side;
Wood-Ridge.
DISTRICT 11: Hanover Park; West Morris; Belvidere;
Morristown; Belleville; Rutherford; Kearny; Queen of
Peace; Morris Catholic; East Orange.
DISTRICT 12: Warren Hills; North Bergen; Randolph;
Whippany Park; Madison; Livingston; Chatham; Cliffside
Park; Secaucus; St,. Mary's (Rutherford).
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FLORHAM PARK - Leandro Suarez isn’t afraid to try
new things. A member of the first class at Dover High
School’s Health Sciences Academy, it seemed like a nat-
ural transition for him to become one of the first male
students at the College of St. Elizabeth this fall.

Suarez just wanted to make sure his teammates had
his back.

He heard about the inaugural men’s soccer program
from Chris Rubio, another Tigers senior, at lunch last
spring. Rubio was interested and trying to talk more
New Jersey players into joining the fledgling program,
but Suarez was more reticent.

On a campus tour, athletic director Juliene Brazinski
Simpson pointed out a row of team photos, and told Sua-
rez the first men’s teams would have their pictures tak-
en at their first games to hang on that wall.

“That’s kind of cool, a fresh start,” said Suarez, who
ended up committing to St. Elizabeth along with Rubio
and Dover midfielder Juan Osorio.

“It’s a new program, so it’s a risk, but we can do it to-
gether. The college is making some big changes right
now. I’m so excited to play for them. ... Even after I’m
gone from there, they’ll be fighting for titles and re-
member us, thinking, ‘Those were the guys who made
this possible.’”

That was exactly the pitch incoming men’s basket-
ball coach Tom Wagenblast, an East Brunswick native
who lives in Belmar, was making to potential student-
athletes. A full-time admissions recruiter, Wagenblast
first had to explain that the small, Catholic liberal arts
school existed — he hadn’t heard of it before he applied
to work there — and then sell the opportunities of being
part of the first coed class.

Of the 58 new athletes arriving at St. Elizabeth this
week, 37 of them are male. Men make up 42 percent of
the overall freshman class.

When Georgian Court in Lakewood went coed in
2013, there were only six general male students and the
rest were athletes.

“I recruited as if there were already guys on campus.
I just made sure to get the right kind of kid,” said Wa-
genblast, whose entire roster will be freshmen. “You’re
going to get to a program that never had any history.
You’re going to go to a coach who has never been a head
coach. I owe the kids a lot that they would choose to take
that leap of faith. I’m going to go to war with those guys,
and I’m going to go to war with them for four years.”

Most of the new men’s basketball team got together
in a summer league at Kean University, where Wagen-
blast had been an assistant coach. The goal was to get to
know each other before arriving on campus, as well as
getting an early start on conditioning.

Jay Saldiveri, a 6-foot-1point guard who plans to ma-
jor in social work, was hoping to establish himself as an
early leader. He appreciated Wagenblast treating him
like an adult, and the coach’s obvious drive for success.

Saldiveri and the Dover trio were the type of male
students St. Elizabeth’s board of trustees had hoped to
attract when it made the choice to go coed. Originally
founded by the Sisters of Charity in 1899 to provide
higher education to the female students at the high
school on campus, the College of St. Elizabeth now
hopes to offer the same opportunities to underserved

students of both genders.
Both Wagenblast and men’s soccer coach Tiago Dos

Santos stressed the availability of financial aid, as well
as the CSE Promise, a career-development program
that guarantees any student who fulfills specific re-
quirements will be able to find a job or graduate pro-
gram within six months.

“We’ll all be able to grow together step by step, year
by year,” said Saldiveri, who attended New Bruns-
wick, South Amboy and Sayreville before graduating
from South Brunswick in 2014.

“I look forward to being a part of everything, a
whole new chapter. I’m glad it’s new. It’s a once in a
lifetime thing.”

Staff Writer Jane Havsy: 973-428-6682; jhavsy@gan-
nettnj.com
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Selling St. Elizabeth

FILE PHOTO

Jay Saldiveri, who played for South Brunswick, will be part
of the College of St. Elizabeth’s first men’s basketball team.

FILE PHOTO

Dover’s Leandro Suarez is joining the inaugural College of St.
Elizabeth’s men’s soccer team.

Coaches begin building
new athletic programs
around first coed class
JANE HAVSY
@DAILYRECORDSPTS

for the Nov. 19 opener — was repainted, the baskets
replaced, and padding added to the walls. The book-
store was transformed into a weight room.

The soccer and lacrosse fields are only two years
old, and the school is considering adding lights to ex-
pand opportunities for both games and practice. Out-
door basketball courts are also being discussed.

“The people above me who do the numbers and
take the chance can see the whole picture,” Simpson
said. “All we’re doing is replacing a couple baskets,
putting up some walls in the locker room. ... My wom-
en were saying, ‘Give them the same opportunities we
have.’”

One of the biggest issues will be scheduling of the
outdoor facilities, fitting in both men’s and women’s
college teams, as well as the Academy of St. Elizabeth.
The Panthers practice for two hours immediately af-
ter school, with a three- or four-hour block reserved
on game days. 

Men’s and women’s soccer are preparing for dou-
bleheaders, and basketball will likely do the same in
the winter. Inaugural men’s soccer head coach Tiago
Dos Santos is already accustomed to cramped quar-
ters, coming from Caldwell University, which shared
its campus with Mount St. Dominic.

At Caldwell, each team had a full field for a half-
hour or 45 minutes per day, but practice sessions over-
lapped. One team would warm up on an auxiliary field
as another played a game.

Dos Santos had an even more difficult task than
Wagenblast’s, coming into the program in mid-July af-
ter the original coach left. Putting “decorating my of-
fice and whatnot” aside, he was able to meet with and
retain about a dozen recruits, adding a handful of his
own. Their pitch was similar, stressing hands-on ad-
vising and abundant financial aid. 

Dos Santos will require a 3.0 grade-point average
of his athletes, and implement a team study hall at
least weekly.

Though the teams are new, expectations remain
high. Simpson hopes the men’s teams will be at least
.500, and competitive in the Northeastern Athletic
Conference. 

“We don’t want to be existing. We want to win,”
Simpson said. “I don’t think, right now, we can say,
‘You have to win X number of games.’ We want to start
a program and be respectable.”

Staff Writer Jane Havsy: 973-428-6682; jhav-
sy@gannettnj.com; www.dailyrecord.com/writerjane/
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Tom Wagenblast will begin his first season as the inaugural
men’s basketball coach at the College of St. Elizabeth.

Expectations
Continued from Page 1B
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