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Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF

BEFORE

LIMITED TIME OFFER

METAL ROOFING?

60% off

AFTER

Call today to schedule your

FREE ESTIMATE
973-532-2387

YOUR INSTALLATION

Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

getametalroof.com/FreeEstimate

+

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

10% off

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS ROOF STYLES
From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles reminiscent of Cedar Shake and
Spanish Tile, an architectural roofing system by Erie Metal Roofs can enhance
the beauty of your home while protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Choose from
3 styles with
multiple color
options:
AP-GCI0913807-01

DIMENSIONAL
SHINGLES

WOODEN
SHAKE

SPANISH
TILE

Install for Military, Health
Workers and First Responders
Warranty- Limited Lifetime.
Transferable to 1 subsequent
owner from original purchaser.
Terms and conditions apply.
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance
Limited time offer. of the surface coating beyond
Expires 8/31/2022 normal wear and tear.

Made in
the USA
New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may
apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction MidWest, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may
not available in your area. Offer expires 8/31/2022 . If you call the number
provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message,
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers
using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.
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SPORTS

h Yankees’ Holmes’ closer job in jeopardy, Page 4B
h Injuries to test Mets’ inﬁeld depth, Page 5B
h For results of Saturday's Yankees and Mets games, go to dailyrecord.com

AP source:
QB Jets’
Wilson
out 2-4
weeks
Dennis Waszak Jr.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

h NEW YORK – Zach Wilson and the
New York Jets appear to have avoided a
preseason nightmare.
Wilson is expected to miss two to
four weeks with a bone bruise and meniscus tear in his right knee, according
to a person with knowledge of the injury. The person told The Associated Press
the timeline for how long Wilson is sidelined will be determined by a second
opinion and an arthroscopic procedure
to repair the meniscus.
It was initially feared that Wilson
suﬀered a serious – and potentially season-ending – knee injury during the
second oﬀensive series of New York’s
24-21 preseason-opening win at Philadelphia on Friday night.
Tests after the game indicated the
ACL was intact, and an MRI on Saturday
morning revealed the exact nature of
See WILSON, Page 3B

NJ boxing ﬁghting back from brink of extinction
Jane Havsy

NorthJersey.com | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

L

atrell Mitchell was a ﬁghter long before he learned to box. h Mitchell
grew up in the Bronx, “in the streets, running around.” After his father
died when Mitchell was 14, he “walked around with a lot of anger,” and
realized he’d wind up either in jail or dead. Determined to spare his
single mom from having to deal with that fate, he walked into Morris Park Boxing
Club. h Boxing became Mitchell’s dream and his career. He followed his coach,
Pablo Gary, to New Jersey about three years ago. Mitchell and his 19-year-old
brother, Jermih St. Furay, now live in Hackensack and train at Diﬀerent Breed
Sports Academy in Teaneck.
See BOXING, Page 6B

Giants’
Mbaeteka
makes
‘impossible
dream’ a
rookie reality
Art Stapleton
NorthJersey.com
USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

ABOVE LEFT: Kids participate in a youth boxing and ﬁtness class at Different Breed
Sports Academy in Teaneck. RIGHT: Elizabeth Ayres of Bergenﬁeld works on her
punches during drills with coach Pablo Gary during a Women Lace Up Too class in
Teaneck. Different Breed trains boxers from youths to adults.
TOP: Saleh Ali, owner of Ape Kingdom Boxing in West New York, is shown in
the gym. PHOTOS BY ANNE-MARIE CARUSO/NORTHJERSEY.COM

1,000 plus 0%
LuxStone Showers
APR
OFF
LuxStone Showers

$

LOW MONTHLY
PAYMENT PLAN

plus

AP-GCI0922126-02

18 MONTHS NO INTEREST!

Sold and
Installed by:

TIMLIMI
E O TED
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ER

EAST RUTHERFORD — Nothing
about Roy Mbaeteka’s story is as simple
as it may seem.
It’s actually hard to imagine anyone
taking more of a challenging path to
where Mbaeteka is right now as a rookie
oﬀensive tackle for the New York Giants, going through the paces of training
camp and getting ready for the chance to
line up for an NFL game, albeit in the
preseason, with a world of opportunity
in front of him, 5,000 miles from home.
Not long ago his coaches in Nigeria
would show him YouTube videos, mostly of oﬀensive linemen participating in
drills, and their advice: Watch ‘em and
well, try to do that.
See GIANTS, Page 3B
Full wall panels made from LuxStone™,
an exceptionally durable and attractive
material that requires minimal maintenance
Decorative accent wall options that
can provide a visual impact and help
you achieve the perfect aesthetic
appearance for your bathroom
In-wall storage options, including moveable
shelves and hooks that maximize your
shower space and enable you to easily
organize your bathing accessories

We’re CDC Compliant, Call for Details!

862-217-6723

MUST
CALL THIS
NUMBER FOR
DISCOUNT

*Offers valid at participating dealers for a limited time only. Not available in AK; HI; or Nassau County, NY; Suffolk County, NY;
Westchester County, NY; and Buffalo County, NY. Also may not be available in other areas. Cannot be combined with any other
advertised offer. Savings is off of KOHLER® LuxStone Shower purchase and installation. Financing available for qualified buyers.
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Boxing
Continued from Page 1B

“I chose my dream, rather than working toward someone else’s dream,” said
Mitchell, 22. “I work so I can change my
family’s life forever. I can’t say I’m not
tired, but I can’t let nobody else outwork
me. ... Boxing can help you change physically and mentally, whatever darkness
you’re going through. It can help you
transform.”
But in New Jersey, boxing has become a particularly rare path to career
and life success.
Registration for New Jersey’s Golden
Gloves tournament was down to about
300 kids this year. In the 1960s and ’70s,
there were more than 500 young participants, according to Dan Doyle of Middletown, who has had the state franchise for 11 years. Instead of 150 gyms
registered with USA Boxing, where newcomers can spar under the governing
body’s insurance plan, New Jersey is
down to about 60.
Doyle also highlighted a marked decline in the open division of Golden
Gloves, where participants have had 10
or more registered ﬁghts.
“We’re still a good draw, not the draw
we used to be,” said Doyle, who ran the
Middletown PAL boxing gym for 17
years. “They don’t stay with the program. A lot of other sports have gone
year-round, so that cuts into us a lot. ...
Coming out of COVID, we lost a lot of
kids we’d developed for years. They
turned pro, or after two years, they
moved on with their lives.”

Different Breed Sports Academy trains boxers from youths to adults. Coach Glenda Ortiz helps Aliyah Beltran of Little
Ferry wrap her hands before lacing during class on Aug, 7. PHOTOS BY AMY NEWMAN/NORTHJERSEY.COM

“I chose my dream, rather
than working toward
someone else’s dream. I
work so I can change my
family’s life forever. I can’t
say I’m not tired, but I can’t
let nobody else outwork me.
... Boxing can help you
change physically and
mentally, whatever darkness
you’re going through. It can
help you transform.”

No place for youth?
Mitchell and 26-year-old Andy Betance train young ﬁghters at Diﬀerent
Breed, teaching them to channel their
anger and frustration into the ring. A
New Jersey Golden Gloves champion in
2014, Betance is planning to return to
the competitive ring for the ﬁrst time in
six years at the Mayers’ Belt on Sept. 10
in Trenton with an eye toward entering
New Jersey’s Diamond Gloves in October and November.
Betance, 26, hopes to turn pro next
year. He says he was bullied at school
and by his older brother at home. He
was suspended from school “every year
from third grade to sophomore year in
high school,” but his mother wouldn’t let
him join a boxing gym until age 18.
He won the New Jersey Golden
Gloves a year after beginning his training. The Golden Gloves National Tournament of Champions starts Aug. 15 in
Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Thirteen New Jersey boxers have
won 14 Golden Gloves national titles,
dating back to Jersey City’s Richard
Hock (132) in 1958. Anthony Johns of
Newark is the most recent, at 108
pounds in 2019.
“When I won (Golden Gloves, my
brother) was crying, ‘I’m so proud of
you. I feel like I made you, but in the
most (messed) up way,’” said Betance, a
Honduran immigrant who lives in Englewood.
“I think boxing really saved me. ... A
lot of kids, they go to where there’s a
crowd because they want to be accepted
somewhere. No one can judge me.
There’s a lot of kids who should get into
boxing, but how to get them in here?
That’s the question.”
The tournament was founded by Chicago Tribune sports editor Arch Ward in
1923 and was initially between boxers
from that city and New York. Open to all
amateur boxers aged 17 to 34 who are
United States citizens, Golden Gloves
has been truly national since 1962.
Winning Golden Gloves used to qualify a ﬁghter for the Olympic Trials. Doyle
said that is no longer true, and the current path to a shot at Olympic gold −
which requires a ﬁghter to remain an
amateur, rather than trying to cash in on
his talent − “takes so long. It’s become a
bit more complicated.”
Even Doyle, the national Golden
Gloves’ secretary, can’t explain USA
Boxing’s current Olympic qualifying
system.
“Unless it’s a national tournament,
everything else is practice,” he said.
“Winning a local club show, it’s a great
feeling, but that’s not a national tournament. That’s the ultimate goal, to get
these kids to a national tournament.”

Finding a home in the ring
Though interest in boxing is waning
in New Jersey, participation is rising nationally. Fewer than a million people age
6 and up participated in competitive
boxing in 2011, according to Statista Research Department. However, that total
grew to about 1.42 million in 2019.
Saleh Ali is trying to grow that number at his West New York gym, Ape
Kingdom.
Ali emigrated from Yemen with his
family at age 5, moving from California
to New Jersey in 2010. He was inspired
to get in the ring by Prince Naseem

Latrell Mitchell
Matthew Escobar, 13, practices his boxing skills during a class at Ape Kingdom
Boxing in West New York on July 27.

Different Breed Sports Academy trains boxers from youths to adults. Stephanie,
9 participates in a youth boxing and ﬁtness class at Different Breed Sports
Academy in Teaneck on Aug. 3.

Coach Pablo Gary works with Luz Tarra of Hackensack while Vanessa Perez works
too, prior to putting on gloves to box, during the Women Lace Up Too class at
Different Breed Sports Academy in Teaneck on Aug. 7.

Hamed, an English featherweight boxer
of Yemeni descent who held multiple
world titles in the late 1990s. Ali took
over the gym where he had grown up −
then called Coliseum Boxing Center −
almost two years ago, when his previous
coach was unable to keep up with the
rent.
After self-funding the gym through
loans from his family, which operates
more than 200 New York City delis, Ali
is trying to ﬁnd sponsors so he can teach

underserved kids for low or no cost.
Boxing is important for self defense, but
it also requires discipline and helps
build conﬁdence.
“The kids need it, especially the way
things are now,” said Mercedes Peralta
of Lodi, whose 14-year-old son Johan
DeLaCruz trains at Ape Kingdom and
Diﬀerent Breed.
“Kids want to play cowboy: shooting,
stabbing, robbing. There’s no structure,
no respect. Ali does it for the kids, to

keep them out of the street and keep
them busy. He pushes them.”
Ali said “the easiest part is the ﬁghting part,” but all the training required to
reach his pro debut has been a bigger
challenge.
Ali danced into the ring at American
Dream in a leopard-print hoodie and
shorts, the red, white and black Yemeni
ﬂag draped over his shoulders. Ali
earned a majority draw on July 29. He
still works two nights a week at his father’s deli, Adam’s Market Place, on
20th Street and Eighth Avenue in Manhattan.
“You have to live and breathe it,”
Doyle said. “We ﬁght every day to keep
them in the amateur ranks. It’s a business, and you’ve got to have product to
sell. Getting on a card is hard, because
it’s a business. You have to bring something to the table. “
Gary is skeptical of boxers-turnedcornermen, insisting “everybody who
has a towel on their back is not always a
trainer.” Old-school trainers like Cus
D’Amato (Mike Tyson) and Angelo Dundee (Muhammad Ali, Sugar Ray Leonard, George Foreman) are dying out and
“the science and wisdom of the sport is
not being passed down.” Instead, Gary
sees “coaches” oﬀering water and platitudes and “conditioners,” who can lead
a workout but not teach boxing technique.
Doyle also questioned where the
larger number of registered boxers are
ﬁghting. To Gary, the best places to ﬁnd
true boxing trainers are Cincinnati, Philadelphia − home of the ﬁctional Rocky
Balboa − and the Mexican American
community, “because they only have
one ﬁght style.” Gary is one of the trainers behind Diﬀerent Breed’s six-week
Blue-Collar Boxing program, which tries
to get anyone and everyone into the
ring.
“There a lot of things about boxing
that are beautiful, and a lot of things
about boxing that will last in your heart
forever,” said 14-year-old Lucian Sarduy,
who trains at Ape Kingdom. “The art of
boxing, it’s a really controversial subject. People may argue it’s not worth it.
It brings a lot of emotion. It takes out a
lot of bad things. It brings good energy.
It ﬁlters you out and replenishes you.”
Jane Havsy is a storyteller for the
Daily Record and DailyRecord.com, part
of the USA TODAY Network. For full access to live scores, breaking news and
analysis, subscribe today.
Want to share your story with me?
Email: JHavsy@gannett.com Twitter: @dailyrecordspts

