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Sports
McSorleys propel
Delbarton to title
Jane Havsy

Morristown Daily Record
USA TODAY NETWORK - NEW JERSEY

UNION – Nora May, Liam and Brendan McSorley have been hearing about
the championship moment around the
family dinner table their entire lives. But
now, Liam and Brendan can tell the story.
The brothers combined on three
goals as Delbarton defeated Christian
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For a full report from Morris Catholic’s
ﬁrst NJSIAA Non-Public B title since
2005, visit DailyRecord.com.

Brothers, 4-1, to seal its undefeated season with the NJSIAA Non-Public A title.
Brendan McSorley, a Green Wave
sophomore, scored twice. His toe poke
See DELBARTON, Page 2B

Delbarton celebrates its ﬁfth NJSIAA Non-Public A soccer title in six seasons
after defeating Christian Brothers, 4-1, on Sunday. ED PAGLIARINI/CORRESPONDENT

Williams
saves the

ﬁeld was up in the air all summer. Gio
Rescigno is the incumbent as a redshirt
senior, while Johnathan Lewis is one
year in with Chris Ash’s system as a
true sophomore. But then, you have Artur Sitkowski, a four-star recruit out of
IMG Academy in Florida, by way of Old
Bridge. Big kid, 6-foot-5, pro-style,
passes the eye test at a minimum. Originally committed to Miami, so he must
be legit, right?
Ash went safe for the opener. Rescigno. You know what he is, minimal
risk, won’t lose you a game, but may
not win you one either. That’s been
proven.
Inside the Hale Center, Ash to the
podium. Opening statement, ﬁrst
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oﬀ a scramble three minutes into the
second half tied the match. Following
senior Ethan Fabricant’s bouncing ball
which turned out to be the game-winner, the younger McSorley added a second-chance insurance goal.
Senior Liam McSorley scored Delbarton’s ﬁnal goal, putting back a rebound oﬀ the post with 6:21 left.
“It’s great to be out here with him,”
Liam McSorley said, as teammates
John Gerard and Kian Alberto dumped
bottles of water on his younger brother.
“I’ve never seen someone love soccer as much as my brother.”
Christian Brothers junior Dominic
Bellomo shocked Delbarton by putting
the ﬁrst shot of the game into the back
of the net. Bellomo launched the ball
from 27 yards out, soaring into the upper corner in the third minute to give
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He was Rutgers’ best frontcourt player
by far.
Together, Williams and Omoruyi
outscored Rutgers’ starting ﬁve 36-33.
“Mike keeps playing like this and I
won’t be able to take him oﬀ the court,”
Pikiell said. “Same thing for Eugene. He
could start, too.”
Central Connecticut State (0-2)
went 6-23 last year and didn’t even
have a head coach Sunday; secondyear skipper Donyell Marshall was suspended for what the university calls a

ski into the ﬁre. This is the quarterback
that is going to pan out for Ash, because previous eﬀorts — Zach Allen,
Tylin Oden, Kyle Bolin and Johnathan
Lewis — have not.
Ash plays coy throughout the week
with his quarterback. After all, he isn’t
in the business of helping Urban Meyer
do his job.
Sept. 8. Ohio Stadium, 11 a.m.
Sitkowski warms up with the ﬁrstteam oﬀense, signifying a new day for
the program. This is Ohio State,
though, and while Rutgers has grown
more-competitive with the Big Ten
East’s elite, Sitkowski has what can be
called a learning experience against a
top-end defense.

of those six, two people look really
smart. Ash, who went with Sitkowski
early, and athletic director Pat Hobbs,
who rightfully gave Ash a contract extension before the early singing period
began on Dec. 20, 2017.
Real progress has been made at the
most-important position on the ﬁeld, a
spot Ash and his staﬀ badly needed to
address.
Sitkowski provided those answers,
and now, as a true sophomore, anything seems possible.
Circle Sept. 7, 2019. A week after
opening against UMass, Rutgers is at
the University of Iowa.
Staﬀ writer Josh Newman: @Joshua
_Newman; jnewman@app.com

the defending champs (20-3-1) a lead.
It was just the third time the Green
Wave had trailed this season, having
gone down a goal at Mendham until
halftime on Sept. 26 (2-1 win), and to
Montville on Oct. 11 (3-1 win).
“We got the goal, and for some reason the game became disjointed,” Colts
coach Tom Mulligan said. “We never
got back in our rhythm. ... With this
team, I’ll take a goal any time, and I’ll
take my chances for 80 minutes. We get
a goal, and then the game changes. I
guess Delbarton forced us to change
our game.”
But the Green Wave didn’t see it that
way, at least not at ﬁrst. They turned up
the pressure, including three pointblank chances which were saved by
Colts senior goalkeeper Shane Keenan
and then cleared by defender Kevin
Brennan.
But Delbarton (21-0-1) wasn’t able to
settle down until after a halftime talk.
“I don’t think we realized it was 1-0
until the second half,” said Brendan

McSorley, a Randolph resident. “We
were kind of panicking in the ﬁrst half.
... We knew we needed a goal to get the
state championship. We wanted one.
To get four was terriﬁc.”
The victory adds a new chapter to
the NJSIAA championship history of
both Delbarton and the McSorleys. The
Green Wave have won 13 Non-Public titles, ﬁve of the past six. They also
claimed the “quadruple crown:” the
Delbarton Invitational, NJAC-United,
Morris County Tournament, and
NJSIAA titles.
Guy McSorley won his own Group IV
title with Kearny in 1981, and said he
“groomed” his sons for soccer. For the
elder McSorley, the sick feeling while
watching is the same as in his playing
days. The pride watching his sons lift
the trophy was diﬀerent, but welcome.
“We always talk about that game,”
Brendan McSorley said. “To get a
chance to be in a state ﬁnal is amazing.
To win it is the best feeling I’ve ever
had.”

cent on the afternoon thanks to a ton of
open looks, led midway through the
second half until a crazy sequence
turned the tide. Pikiell got knocked
down by a CCSU player who lunged for
a loose ball near the Scarlet Knights’
bench. Williams took the ensuing inbounds pass and swished a 3-pointer,
sparking a decisive run. “I thought I
took a charge,” Pikiell joked.
It might have been Rutgers’ best defense of the day.
“Our defense was awful,” Pikiell
said. “We’ve got to come right out of the
gate and make a statement on how
we’re going to play and who we’re going
to be.”
The statement Sunday? Rutgers has

and Mamadou Doucoure struggled just
as badly after halftime as they did after
the opening tip.
In addition to his breakthrough
shooting eﬀort (6-of-12 ﬁeld goals),
Omoruyi was disruptive on defense.
He’s just 6-foot-7 but right now Rutgers’ best frontcourt features him at
center and Freeman at power forward.
“I call him the Canadian Draymond
Green,” Williams said, referencing his
versatility. “He’s a workhorse.”
Rough game for Rutgers’ two
freshmen starters. Doucoure got
touched on defense, missed a couple of
layups and lasted just eight minutes.
Baker shot 1 for 7, getting unlucky as a
couple of good looks rimmed out, and

