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Sports

UNION – Nora May, Liam and Bren-
dan McSorley have been hearing about
the championship moment around the
family dinner table their entire lives. But
now, Liam and Brendan can tell the sto-
ry.

The brothers combined on three
goals as Delbarton defeated Christian

Brothers, 4-1, to seal its undefeated sea-
son with the NJSIAA Non-Public A title. 

Brendan McSorley, a Green Wave
sophomore, scored twice. His toe poke 

McSorleys propel
Delbarton to title
Jane Havsy
Morristown Daily Record
USA TODAY NETWORK - NEW JERSEY

See DELBARTON, Page 2B
Delbarton celebrates its fifth NJSIAA Non-Public A soccer title in six seasons
after defeating Christian Brothers, 4-1, on Sunday. ED PAGLIARINI/CORRESPONDENT

More online
For a full report from Morris Catholic’s
first NJSIAA Non-Public B title since
2005, visit DailyRecord.com. 

TAMPA, Fla. – For Ryan Fitzpatrick,
beating the New York Jets was not as
much about getting the best of his old
team as it was helping the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers get back on track.

Filling in for the injured Jameis Win-
ston, the 34-year-old quarterback was
steady if not overly impressive in lead-
ing the Bucs to a 15-10 victory that
snapped a five-game losing streak.

“I didn’t play great by any stretch of

the imagination. But we won the game,
and I’m getting too old now to worry
about that other stuff,” Fitzpatrick said.
“My job filling in right now is to do the
best I can and try and grind out wins.
That’s what we did today.”

Tampa Bay (3-6) sacked Josh
McCown six times, nearly doubling its
total for the entire season. The Jets (4-6)
were held to less than 200 yards of of-
fense until late in the fourth quarter,
when McCown took to the air almost ex-
clusively after Fitzpatrick’s 6-yard
touchdown pass to Charles Sims put the

Bucs up 15-3.
“The quarterback was getting hit.

He wasn’t comfortable all day, and
that’s what football is all about,” Bucs
cornerback Brent Grimes said. “If you
can make the guy that’s controlling the
game uncomfortable, it’s going to be a
lot easier for everybody.”

Fitzpatrick, facing the team for
which he played the past two seasons,
completed 17 of 34 passes for 187 yards
and was intercepted once.

Jets quarterback Josh McCown (15) gets tripped up by Buccaneers linebacker Kwon Alexander on Sunday. AP

Jets come up short
against Fitz, Bucs
NY offense stymied as team’s former QB powers Tampa Bay
Fred Goodall
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See JETS, Page 2B

PISCATAWAY – Mike Williams has
a message for his Rutgers basketball
teammates. He’ll be texting it to them
sometime Sunday evening.

“We can’t come out like this any-
more,” Williams said after the Scarlet
Knights survived lowly Central Con-
necticut State 71-67. “We have dreams
we want to accomplish. We have 29
games left. We can’t do this again.”

Steve Pikiell’s starting five laid an
egg and Williams bailed them out off
the bench. The senior forward tallied
23 points, making 10 of 12 free throws
and recorded four steals and two as-
sists in 25 minutes.

The performance was doubly im-
pressive considering Williams
bruised his right knee while lighting
up St. John’s in last weekend’s exhibi-
tion, and then sat out Friday’s cake-
walk over Division III CCNY.

“It hurts, but I can’t injure it worse,”
Williams said. “It’s the amount of
soreness I can take.”

Sophomore forward Eugene Omo-
ruyi also saved Rutgers (2-0) from em-
barrassment, posting 13 points, seven
boards and two blocks off the bench. 

Rutgers’ Mike Williams scored 23
points off the bench. MEL EVANS/AP

Williams
saves the
day for
Rutgers
Jerry Carino
Asbury Park Press
USA TODAY NETWORK - NEW JERSEY

See HOOPS, Page 2B
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SPORTS WATCH
A LOOK AT THE NEXT THREE GAMES FOR LOCAL TEAMS

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
6:30 p.m., FS1: Minnesota at Providence
7 p.m., NBCSP: La Salle at Penn
7 p.m., BTN: Cent. Michigan at Michigan
7 p.m., ESPNU: Gardner-Webb at Flori-
da
7 p.m., FS2: Delaware St. at DePaul
8 p.m., NBCSP+: St. Joseph’s at Illnois-
Chicago
8 p.m., FSN: Charlotte at Oklahoma St.
8 p.m., SEC: W. Michigan at South Caro-
lina
8:30 p.m., FS1: Rider at Xavier
9 p.m., CBSSN: Coll. of Charleston at
Wichita St.
9 p.m., ESPN2: Wagner at Missouri
11:30 p.m., ESPNU: Rhode Island at
Nevada
NBA
7 p.m., NBA: Sacramento at Washington
10:30 p.m., NBCSP: 76ers at L.A. Clip-
pers
NFL
8:15 p.m., ESPN: Miami at Carolina
SOCCER
2:30 p.m., FS1: FIFA, World Cup 2018,
qualifying, Italy vs. Sweden, at Milan
WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
7 p.m., ESPN2: South Carolina at Mary-
land

ON THE AIR

Sports Today

United States beats Belarus for Fed
Cup title: The United States won its 18th
Fed Cup title and the first since 2000
with a 3-2 win against Belarus on Sun-
day. CoCo Vandeweghe and Shelby Rog-
ers beat Aryna Sabalenka and Aliaksan-
dra Sasnovich 6-3, 7-6 (3) in the decid-
ing doubles of the 2017 final. The Bela-
rus pair led 5-2 in the second set and
served to level at one-set apiece in the
eighth, 10th and 12th games. The Amer-
icans dominated the tiebreaker, win-
ning five of the last six points. Sasnov-
ich had kept Belarus alive after beating
U.S. Open champion Sloane Stephens
4-6, 6-1, 8-6 to leave the final level at 2-2
on the indoor Chizhovka Arena.

Federer wins opening match at ATP
Finals: One break of serve, and a mini-
break, was all Roger Federer needed to
win his opening match at the season-
ending ATP Finals on Sunday. The 19-
time Grand Slam champion broke Jack
Sock at the start of his 6-4, 7-6 (4) vic-
tory at the O2 Arena. Both then held
serve the rest of the way, with Federer
losing only three points on his serve in
the second set.

Jones out as Tennessee’s football
coach: Tennessee fired coach Butch
Jones on Sunday with two games left in
a regular season in which the Volunteers
started ranked but are now still winless
in the Southeastern Conference.

— Wire services 

SPORTS WIRE

question, second question. Then, some
intrepid reporter goes for it. 

“Who will be your starting quarter-
back at Ohio State?”

Ash maneuvers around that like
Barry Sanders, circa 1993, but that
question isn’t getting asked without at
least some feeling that a change is
coming. Sitkowski saw action against
Texas State, and yes, it is only Texas
State, but he had a presence. Hit Ra-
heem Blackshear on a wheel route,
connected with Bo Melton a couple of
times, Jerome Washington had a day. 

Rescigno has done everything every
coach has asked of him since arriving
at Rutgers, but it’s time. Throw Sitkow-
ski into the fire. This is the quarterback
that is going to pan out for Ash, be-
cause previous efforts — Zach Allen,
Tylin Oden, Kyle Bolin and Johnathan
Lewis — have not. 

Ash plays coy throughout the week
with his quarterback. After all, he isn’t
in the business of helping Urban Meyer
do his job. 

Sept. 8. Ohio Stadium, 11 a.m.
Sitkowski warms up with the first-

team offense, signifying a new day for
the program. This is Ohio State,
though, and while Rutgers has grown
more-competitive with the Big Ten
East’s elite, Sitkowski has what can be
called a learning experience against a
top-end defense. 

That’s fine. Sitkowski experienced
the Buckeyes’ defense, on the road in
one of college football’s toughest envi-
ronments. He may not see a more-tal-
ented defense all season, and he’ll be
better off for it. Turn the page. The next
six weeks are manageable. 

At Kansas, vs. Buffalo, vs. Indiana,
vs. Illinois, at Maryland, vs. North-
western. Two FBS schools you should
beat, three Big Ten teams at or below
Rutgers’ level, then a litmus test
against an established, albeit not pow-
erful, program. There are at least three
wins out of those six games, maybe
more. 

If Rutgers gets four, or even five out
of those six, two people look really
smart. Ash, who went with Sitkowski
early, and athletic director Pat Hobbs,
who rightfully gave Ash a contract ex-
tension before the early singing period
began on Dec. 20, 2017. 

Real progress has been made at the
most-important position on the field, a
spot Ash and his staff badly needed to
address. 

Sitkowski provided those answers,
and now, as a true sophomore, any-
thing seems possible. 

Circle Sept. 7, 2019. A week after
opening against UMass, Rutgers is at
the University of Iowa. 

Staff writer Josh Newman: @Joshua
_Newman; jnewman@app.com

A sneak peek into Rutgers’
near future at quarterback

Josh Newman
Columnist

Asbury Park Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – N.J.

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. – Sept. 1,
2018. 

It is two days before Labor Day in
New Jersey, and it is hot at High Point
Solutions Stadium. On the heels of a
5-7 season, Rutgers opens 2018 by drill-
ing Texas State. Really not much to it,
nor should there be in an opener like
this, but there is one point of conten-
tion, the quarterback spot. 

As tends to be the case at Rutgers,
the most-important position on the
field was up in the air all summer. Gio
Rescigno is the incumbent as a redshirt
senior, while Johnathan Lewis is one
year in with Chris Ash’s system as a
true sophomore. But then, you have Ar-
tur Sitkowski, a four-star recruit out of
IMG Academy in Florida, by way of Old
Bridge. Big kid, 6-foot-5, pro-style,
passes the eye test at a minimum. Orig-
inally committed to Miami, so he must
be legit, right?

Ash went safe for the opener. Res-
cigno. You know what he is, minimal
risk, won’t lose you a game, but may
not win you one either. That’s been
proven. 

Inside the Hale Center, Ash to the
podium. Opening statement, first

off a scramble three minutes into the
second half tied the match. Following
senior Ethan Fabricant’s bouncing ball
which turned out to be the game-win-
ner, the younger McSorley added a sec-
ond-chance insurance goal.

Senior Liam McSorley scored Del-
barton’s final goal, putting back a re-
bound off the post with 6:21 left.

“It’s great to be out here with him,”
Liam McSorley said, as teammates
John Gerard and Kian Alberto dumped
bottles of water on his younger brother.

“I’ve never seen someone love soc-
cer as much as my brother.”

Christian Brothers junior Dominic
Bellomo shocked Delbarton by putting
the first shot of the game into the back
of the net. Bellomo launched the ball
from 27 yards out, soaring into the up-
per corner in the third minute to give

the defending champs (20-3-1) a lead.
It was just the third time the Green

Wave had trailed this season, having
gone down a goal at Mendham until
halftime on Sept. 26 (2-1 win), and to
Montville on Oct. 11 (3-1 win).

“We got the goal, and for some rea-
son the game became disjointed,” Colts
coach Tom Mulligan said. “We never
got back in our rhythm. ... With this
team, I’ll take a goal any time, and I’ll
take my chances for 80 minutes. We get
a goal, and then the game changes. I
guess Delbarton forced us to change
our game.”

But the Green Wave didn’t see it that
way, at least not at first. They turned up
the pressure, including three point-
blank chances which were saved by
Colts senior goalkeeper Shane Keenan
and then cleared by defender Kevin
Brennan.

But Delbarton (21-0-1) wasn’t able to
settle down until after a halftime talk. 

“I don’t think we realized it was 1-0
until the second half,” said Brendan

McSorley, a Randolph resident. “We
were kind of panicking in the first half.
... We knew we needed a goal to get the
state championship. We wanted one.
To get four was terrific.”

The victory adds a new chapter to
the NJSIAA championship history of
both Delbarton and the McSorleys. The
Green Wave have won 13 Non-Public ti-
tles, five of the past six. They also
claimed the “quadruple crown:” the
Delbarton Invitational, NJAC-United,
Morris County Tournament, and
NJSIAA titles.

Guy McSorley won his own Group IV
title with Kearny in 1981, and said he
“groomed” his sons for soccer. For the
elder McSorley, the sick feeling while
watching is the same as in his playing
days. The pride watching his sons lift
the trophy was different, but welcome.

“We always talk about that game,”
Brendan McSorley said. “To get a
chance to be in a state final is amazing.
To win it is the best feeling I’ve ever
had.”

Delbarton
Continued from Page 1B

The 13th-year pro, one of just four
players in NFL history to throw TD
passes for seven different teams, led a
nearly eight-minute drive that pro-
duced a field goal in the first quarter. He
finished a 15-play, 81-yard march, also
lasting more than seven minutes, with
his TD pass to Sims.

“Gritty, that’s what Ryan is. He’s a
get-it-done kind of guy. He’s going to

make some plays that you don’t expect
him to and he might miss a couple
plays you’d like him to make,” Bucs
coach Dirk Koetter said. 

McCown, also facing one of his for-
mer teams, was 23 of 39 for 263 yards,
one touchdown and one interception.
Robby Anderson caught a 38-yard TD
pass in the final minute for the Jets,
scoring for the fourth straight game to
give New York one last chance.

But Tampa Bay’s Chris Godwin re-
covered the ensuing onside kick, end-
ing any hope of New York completing a
comeback.

The loss was especially disappoint-
ing for the Jets, considering how well
they played in beating Buffalo the pre-
vious week. “Very frustrating,”
McCown said. “(But) we understand
this is the National Football League.
You’ve got to bring your A-game every
week. We just didn’t come out and play
at the level we’re capable of.”

Up next

Jets: Bye. Next game at home vs.
Carolina on Nov. 26.

Buccaneers: At Miami next Sunday.

Jets
Continued from Page 1B

He was Rutgers’ best frontcourt player
by far.

Together, Williams and Omoruyi
outscored Rutgers’ starting five 36-33.

“Mike keeps playing like this and I
won’t be able to take him off the court,”
Pikiell said. “Same thing for Eugene. He
could start, too.”

Central Connecticut State (0-2)
went 6-23 last year and didn’t even
have a head coach Sunday; second-
year skipper Donyell Marshall was sus-
pended for what the university calls a
“personnel matter.”

Yet Rutgers fell behind 10-2 before
Williams went to check in with more
than six minutes elapsed. He hit two 3-
pointers to inject some life into the RAC
crowd of 3,844, and the Scarlet Knights
took a 30-29 lead into the break.

The Blue Devils, who shot 48 per-

cent on the afternoon thanks to a ton of
open looks, led midway through the
second half until a crazy sequence
turned the tide. Pikiell got knocked
down by a CCSU player who lunged for
a loose ball near the Scarlet Knights’
bench. Williams took the ensuing in-
bounds pass and swished a 3-pointer,
sparking a decisive run. “I thought I
took a charge,” Pikiell joked.

It might have been Rutgers’ best de-
fense of the day.

“Our defense was awful,” Pikiell
said. “We’ve got to come right out of the
gate and make a statement on how
we’re going to play and who we’re going
to be.”

The statement Sunday? Rutgers has
two subs who made a case to start.

Carino’s Four Takeaways

Surprising that Pikiell didn’t mix
up the starting five for the second
half. The quintet of Corey Sanders, Geo
Baker, Issa Thiam, Deshawn Freeman

and Mamadou Doucoure struggled just
as badly after halftime as they did after
the opening tip.

In addition to his breakthrough
shooting effort (6-of-12 field goals),
Omoruyi was disruptive on defense.
He’s just 6-foot-7 but right now Rut-
gers’ best frontcourt features him at
center and Freeman at power forward.
“I call him the Canadian Draymond
Green,” Williams said, referencing his
versatility. “He’s a workhorse.”

Rough game for Rutgers’ two
freshmen starters. Doucoure got
touched on defense, missed a couple of
layups and lasted just eight minutes.
Baker shot 1 for 7, getting unlucky as a
couple of good looks rimmed out, and
finished with six points, four assists,
four steals, three rebounds and three
turnovers. Pikiell kept Baker in late — a
sign of confidence.

It’s worth wondering if the team
gained some false confidence Friday.
Any momentum from the epic rout of
CCNY certainly didn’t carry over.

Hoops
Continued from Page 1B
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