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TORONTO – Brett Gardner started
Saturday afternoon’s home run party,
cranking one over the right field wall at
Rogers Centre to open the eighth.

Before the inning ended, the Yankees
had clubbed back-to-back-to-back hom-
ers – a late reward for rookie left-hander
Jordan Montgomery, who carefully
navigated through six scoreless innings
against a thunder-packed Blue Jays line-
up.

“Our whole dugout was getting pret-
ty excited just because it was such a
close game the whole way,’’ Aaron Judge
said of the Yankees’ home run barrage

in a 7-0 win before 47,226 fans.
Matt Holliday, Starlin Castro and Di-

di Gregorius all found the seats with two
out, providing the first-place Yankees
(32-21) with their first three-consecu-
tive homer game since June 8, 2012,
when Robinson Cano, Nick Swisher and
Andruw Jones did it against the Mets. 

Perhaps the biggest upset was that
Judge – who struck out that inning -
wasn’t among the four Yankees to go
deep against reliever Jason Grilli,
though the rookie slugger had his own
signature offensive moment.

In the third inning, Judge mashed an
RBI double to center measured by MLB 

Yankees power in 8th past Blue Jays 
4 homers turn tide as Bombers cruise
by Toronto in 7-0 win at Rogers Centre 
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USA TODAY NETWORK
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Didi Gregorius is greeted by Chase Headley after hitting a home run against Toronto.See YANKEES, Page 2B

OAKLAND, Calif. - The Golden
State Warriors won’t worry about how
many shots Klay Thompson misses as
long as he keep preventing his oppo-
nent from making them on the other
end of the floor.

Golden State’s other Splash Brother
has made far more brick sounds than
swishes so far this postseason but it’s
work on the defensive end that has
stood out most and been a major factor
in the Warriors leading Cleveland 1-0 in
the NBA Finals after three straight se-
ries sweeps to open the postseason.

“The most important thing is the
way he’s defending,” teammate Dray-
mond Green said. “We have enough
guys who can score on this team that if
one guy can’t get it going, we can go oth-
er places. Then our ball movement and
our flow allows everyone else to get
baskets as well. We’re not just going to
say, ‘Oh, man, we really need to get
Klay going.’ ”

With the addition this season of an-
other potent scorer alongside Stephen
Curry in Kevin Durant has made
Thompson’s offensive production a lit-
tle less important than it has been in
past years.

But his defense is still as crucial as
he is the rare player equally adept at
controlling ball-handling point guards,
chasing shooters around screens and
matching up with bigger players in the
post.

“We’ve always known he’s been real-
ly good on the ball,” teammate Andre
Iguodala said. “He’s grown and stepped
up and been a better player off the ball,
not turning his back on the ball. He’s
turned his weaknesses into strengths
defensively, which weren’t many. …
I’ve seen him grow in front of my eyes
to be more than just a shooter and be-
come a great all-around player.”

Thompson’s defensive prowess was
evident in Golden State’s 113-91 victory
in Game 1 on Thursday night when Cav-
aliers players shot 1 for 12 when
Thompson was the primary defender,
according to ESPN. The only make
came when Kyrie Irving hit an off-bal-
ance 3-pointer while getting fouled as 

Defense
makes up
for lack
of scoring 
Thompson finding ways
to help Warriors in finals 
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Cavaliers guard Kyrie Irving drives against
Golden State’s Klay Thompson in Game 1.

See FINALS, Page 2B

BOONTON - Cameron Horn still remembers the Morris County Championships
two years ago. He was a Montville freshman and a relative newbie in the pole vault.
Opening height was 10 feet, two above his personal best.

Horn called it “the ugliest jump I’ve had in my life,” but he cleared the height and
a career was launched. He cleared 13-6 to win the county title and tie the Montville
record a couple of weeks ago.

A former distance runner, Horn describes his chosen event as “falling with
style,” like Buzz Lightyear in the “Toy Story” movies.

“I like the rush from pole vault, and being high off the ground.

My personal high is actually getting high in pole vault.”

CAMERON HORN MONTVILLE
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Randolph senior Savanna Brackelmanns-Puig clears the bar during the Morris County Championships.

FALLING
WITH STYLE

Morris County pole vaulters are raising the bar
in ‘the craziest thing’ in track and field

JANE HAVSY @DAILYRECORDSPTS

See STYLE, Page 2B
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Sports Watch
A LOOK AT THE NEXT THREE GAMES FOR LOCAL TEAMS

AUTO RACING

1 p.m. FS1 — NASCAR, Monster Energy Series,

AAA 400 Drive for Autism

3:30 p.m. ABC — IndyCar Series, Chevrolet De-

troit Grand Prix Race 2

5 p.m. NBC — Global RallyCross Series

COLLEGE BASEBALL

NCAA Tournament Regionals

Noon ESPN2 — teams TBA

4 p.m. ESPN2 — teams TBA

COLLEGE SOFTBALL

NCAA World Series

1 p.m. ESPN — Game 11, teams TBD

3:30 p.m. ESPN — teams TBD

7 p.m. ESPN2 — Game 13, teams TBD (if neces-

sary)

9:30 p.m. ESPN2 — Game 14, teams TBD (if

necessary)

DRAG RACING

4:30 p.m. FS1 — NHRA, New England Nationals,

finals

GOLF

7 a.m. GOLF — European PGA Tour, Nordea

Masters, final round

Noon GOLF — PGA Tour, The Memorial Tourna-

ment, final round

2:30 p.m. CBS — PGA Tour, The Memorial Tour-

nament, final round

2:30 p.m. GOLF — LPGA Tour, ShopRite LPGA

Classic, final round

ML BASEBALL

1:30 p.m. MLB — Regional coverage, Boston at

Baltimore OR N.Y. Yankees at Toronto (1 p.m.)

7:30 p.m. ESPN — St. Louis at Chicago Cubs

NBA FINALS

8 p.m. ABC — Game 2, Cleveland at Golden State

RUGBY

1 p.m. NBCSN — Penn Mutual Collegiate Champi-

onship

3 p.m. NBC — Penn Mutual Collegiate Champi-

onship

SOCCER

7:30 p.m. FS1 — MLS, Chicago at Orlando City

3:50 a.m. (Monday) FS1 — FIFA U-20 World Cup,

third quarterfinal, teams TBA

SWIMMING

8 p.m. NBCSN — Arena Pro Swim Series

TENNIS

Noon NBC — French Open

TRACK & FIELD

4 p.m. NBCSN — USATF, Boston Boost, at Boston

On the Air

Statcast at 116.2 mph off the bat – hard
enough to avoid Kevin Pillar’s reach,
the ball glancing off his glove. 

“It’s ridiculous,’’ Gardner said of
Judge’s now famous exit velocity. “I
hit the same ball and it lands in front of
the center fielder. When he barrels it
up, it gets out there in a hurry.’’

Judge’s double followed Aaron
Hicks’ RBI double – his fifth two-base
hit since Thursday – for a 2-0 Yankees
lead against right-handed starter Joe
Biagini (1-4), who lasted seven in-
nings. Both of the runs were unearned
due to shortstop Troy Tulowitzki’s er-
ror. 

And that started Montgomery (3-4)
toward his first victory in five starts,
since May 6 against the Cubs.

In his 10th big-league start, Mont-
gomery said he’s learning “how to
work a lineup and find a tempo,’’

which he accomplished through six
scoreless innings – limiting Toronto
(27-29) to three hits and three walks.

Four of Montgomery’s five strike-
outs were against Jose Bautista and
Kendrys Morales.

Using an effective array of curve-
balls, two-seamers and change-ups,
Montgomery fanned both hitters to end
the third inning, which began with a
pair of singles. 

“The kid can pitch,’’ said manager
Joe Girardi, who swatted back a pre-
game question about Chance Adams –
recently promoted and pitching effec-
tively at Class AAA Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre – being a possible rotation re-
placement for Montgomery.

“Give Chance a Chance to get ready,’’
Girardi said of Adams, 3-1 with a 1.57
ERA in four Triple-A starts. “I like what
he’s doing. He’s going to pitch for us one
day, but I hope we’re not ready to start
that already.’’

A light mood returned with the
Yanks’ home run parade, enlivening the
competition between Gardner and Hol-
liday – who have 12 apiece. 

“I gave him his minute of being in the
lead there,’’ Holliday said of matching
Gardner’s total three batters later. “I let
him have his moment.’’

Gardner brightened upon hearing
Holliday’s take.

“We’ll see who hits the next one,’’
Gardner said. “Good thing the distance
doesn’t matter because if it did, he’d
have me in that department.’’

But in the exit-velo department,
Judge has the world beat. 

“We’ve all come to realize he hits the
ball harder than anybody else,’’ Holli-
day said. “It’s like he’s been hitting a
ball like that every day.’’

On a day where the Yanks hit four
homers and four doubles – none of their
eight hits were singles – Judge’s rocket
stood out.

“Anything you hit to center, you nev-
er know if it’s going to fall in with a guy
like Pillar,’’ Judge said. “Off the bat, I
thought I had a chance to get it over his
head. But you never know with him.’'

Pete Caldera writes for the Record of
New Jersey

DAN HAMILTON/USA TODAY SPORTS

Yankees center fielder Aaron Hicks slaps hands with teammates in the dugout after scoring against Toronto in the third inning on Saturday. 

Yankees
Continued from Page 1B

Thompson contested 10 of those 12
shots.

Thompson spent the night matched
up at various times against LeBron
James, Kevin Love, Kyrie Irving and
J.R. Smith and thrived in all of those
situations.

“I’m just trying to play possession
by possession,” Thompson said. “But
it’s something I did take notice after
the game. I was happy with my perfor-
mance on that side of the ball, being
locked in defensively. It didn’t matter
who I was guarding, I was trying to
make it tough on them just to get a good
look.”

The other end of the court has been
more of a challenge this postseason for

Thompson, who has posted two of the
top seven 3-point seasons in NBA histo-
ry the past two seasons and is a 42 per-
cent shooter for his career from long
range.

But Thompson is shooting just 36.6
percent from the floor in the playoffs af-
ter a 3-for-16 performance in Game 1
against the Cavaliers. Among players
who have taken at least 100 shots this
postseason, only Boston’s Marcus Smart
and Utah’s Rodney Hood have been
worse.

“That’s not a big deal at all,” Thomp-
son said. “If I score six points a game
and it gets us four wins and an NBA
championship, I can do that every year.”

Thompson still puts fear in oppo-
nents, who still believe he could break
out of this slump any time.

“He’s one of the best shooters we
have ever seen,” Cavs coach Tyronn Lue
said. “For him to be in a slump is crazy.
… I don’t believe that. A guy like that is

never slumping.”
The poor shooting doesn’t mean

Thompson hasn’t been effective as evi-
denced by his plus-178 rating that trails
only Curry, Green and James this post-
season.

And it doesn’t mean the Warriors will
stop feeding him in hopes he will find his
stroke soon as evidenced by his 16 shot
attempts in Game 1.

“If he’s not making shots, he’s still a
respected shooter and nobody’s going to
give him open shots if he starts to miss,”
Durant said. 

“So we know the gravity he pulls
when he’s out there, and his movement
off of the ball is one of the main reasons
why we’re a good team. And his defense
is the reason why we we’re one of the
best defensive teams in the league as
well. So when he’s not shooting the ball,
that doesn’t take him out of his game,
that doesn’t lower his confidence.”

Finals
Continued from Page 1B

Said Horn, “I like the rush from pole
vault, and being high off the ground.
My personal high is actually getting
high in pole vault.”

Horn breaks the vault down into
four steps: standards, or how far back
the bar is; grips, how high the jumper
holds the pole; steps, where you run
from – usually five lefts or five rights –
and the takeoff.

Randolph jumps coach Ken Morris
looks at his athletes more philosophi-
cally, combining a sprinter’s speed,
“grace like a gymnast or a ballerina,”
the strength of a bodybuilder to hold
the plant and take off, and patience,
“wait, wait, take off and shoot over the
bar.”

Gymnasts and wrestlers usually are
potential vaulters for their body con-
trol and lack of fear of being upside
down. But to Morris, one of four vault-
ing brothers, “Everybody’s a pole
vaulter if they want to be.”

That might explain why he’s
coached some of the best in Morris
County, always trying to make his ath-
letes better than he was. Morris has the
No. 2 mark in Randolph High School,
15-3 behind the 15-7 of Garrett Wilson –

who taught him to jump in the
mid-1990s.

Seniors Jackson Yeakel and Kenan
Mitchell got to Randolph at the same
time as Morris, a special education
teacher, returned to his alma mater.
They were quickly inspired by “the
craziest thing” they could do in track
and field, which reminded Mitchell of
his skateboard-snowboard action sports
childhood.

“It just doesn’t register with a normal
brain. It’s something abnormal, strange.
You just adapt,” Mitchell said. “It’s the
only event where you’re risking your
life. Let’s do it.”

Though Morris became a pole vaulter
because he “was really bad at every-
thing else,” the sport has grown in New
Jersey in the past decade.

Clearing 9 feet was a big deal when
Laura Schmidt tried the pole vault as a
Clifton High School sophomore, but the
Morris County girls record is 12-7 1/4 by
Hanover Park alumna Nicole Pompei in
‘09. Jordan Pacheco of Morris Hills, who
set the boys mark at 16-1, finished 11th at
the NCAA Division II Championships
last week.

“The sport hasn’t changed much, but

the interest has changed,” said Schmidt,
the Roxbury girls coach who vaulted at
Monmouth University. “Pole vault, all
the technical events, take years to learn.
It’s hard to remind them, ‘Don’t get dis-
couraged when you’re not getting bet-
ter.’”

Irene Park won the MCT last month
even though Pequannock has no pole-
vault pit – or even a pole. A transfer
from Ridgewood after her freshman
year, Park used to borrow equipment
from Hudson Valley Flying Circus,
where she trains. Eastern Christian
gave her the pole she’s currently using,
and Pequannock coach Rick Mullins has
reached out to other schools to find a
bigger one so Park can work on higher
heights.

Morris County has a small, tightly in-
terwoven pole vault community. Colin
Feeney, a former Whippany Park quar-
terback, vaulted at East Stroudsburg
and followed in Morris’ footsteps as a
jumps assistant at his alma mater. Pat
Rynearson, another former Whippany
Park vaulter, is now the jumps coach at
Governor Livingston.

“You’re not supposed to like your ri-
vals, but,” said Yeakel, sharing a laugh
with Mitchell and Horn and Montville
vault coach Ken MacIver.

“You’re all equally crazy. It’s our own
individual thing. It’s our own category.”

Staff Writer Jane Havsy: 973-428-
6682; jhavsy@gannettnj.com
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High school schedule
Tennis
NJSIAA singles at Mercer County Park
NJSIAA doubles at Veterans Park, noon
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	pole vault jump

