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CHARLOTTE, N.C. - Dale Earnhardt
Jr. abruptly announced his retirement at
the end of the season Tuesday, a decision
that will cost NASCAR its most popular
driver as the series scrambles to rebuild
its fan base.

Colorful, candid and talented, Earn-
hardt has been plagued by concussions
the last several years and he missed half
of last season recovering from a head in-
jury. He had delayed contract talks on an
extension to drive the No. 88 Chevrolet,
and the two-time Daytona 500 winner
will call it quits when the season ends in
November.

Hendrick Motorsports said Earn-

hardt informed his team of his decision
early Tuesday, though he first discussed
retirement with his boss on March 29.
Earnhardt and team owner Rick Hen-
drick scheduled an afternoon news con-
ference to discuss his decision.

“Dale Jr. has had a huge impact on our
sport - and you can see that every week
with his legion of fans and Junior Na-
tion,” Jeff Gordon said in a statement re-
leased by Fox Sports, where he now
works as an analyst after spending much
of last season filling in for the injured
Earnhardt. “He has a tremendous sense
of the history of NASCAR and, while he
shares his father’s name, Dale has made 

Earnhardt Jr. announces retirement
Popular 3rd-generation NASCAR driver
says this will be his final racing season
JENNA FRYER ASSOCIATED PRESS

AP

On Tuesday, Dale Earnhardt Jr. abruptly announced he will retire after this season. The decision
will cost NASCAR its most popular driver as the series scrambles to rebuild its fan base.See JUNIOR, Page 2B

PERTH AMBOY – About 5-foot-2, with dark hair
pulled tightly into a tuft on top of her head, Janelle
Sonsiadek never thought of herself as athletic. Son-
siadek is ranked in the top 15 in the sophomore class
at Perth Amboy, more accustomed to puzzling over
physics in textbooks than out on the water. 

But she tried a recreational sailing program dur-
ing the summer, and soon joined the high school
team as well.

Sonsiadek and Sophia Reyes waited on the beach
for their turn at Racing on the Raritan, a weekly New
Jersey Interscholastic Sailing Association regatta.
The Panthers only had one trained captain, Kevin

Tang on a recent Tuesday, but each of the three crew
members joined him in the small craft with yellow
No. 10 on the sails for a couple of races – Reyes for
the first time.

“It was a lot faster than I thought it was going to
be,” said Reyes, a sophomore at Perth Amboy Vo-
Tech. “There were parts when it was really relaxing,
when the wind wasn’t blowing as hard. But when it
was, it got really intense.”

Added Sonsiadek, “You become one with the wa-
ter. After all the stress of school, your mind becomes
so clear.”

Perth Amboy, Chatham and Summit, who all prac-
tice together in the spring and fall, will be compet-
itors at the New Jersey Fleet Championship Satur-
day at Shrewsbury Sailing & Yacht Club in Ocean-
port.

The largest varsity team in New Jersey, Christian
Brothers Academy is the two-time defending spring
state champion, and has won three straight fall ti-
tles. CBA also competed in the Atlantic Coast Cham-
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Chatham skipper Paul Danenberg and crew member Zoe Papier compete in Racing on the Raritan. 

Sailing for
the varsity

New Jersey high schools
have teams competing
on state, national levels
JANE HAVSY @DAILYRECORDSPTS

“You become one with the water. After all the stress of school, your mind

becomes so clear.”

JANELLE SONSIADEK
PERTH AMBOY SOPHOMORE

See SAILING, Page 2B

The NFL Draft is upon us.
Here is my final Mock Draft of 2017

prior to the proceedings that get under-
way Thursday night in Philadelphia:

1. BROWNS: Myles Garrett, DE/OLB,
Texas A&M

Not buying any other names in this
spot: Garrett’s the top guy. 

2. 49ERS: Jamal Adams, S, LSU
GM John Lynch makes history by

taking best safety. 
3. BEARS: Solomon Thomas, DL,

Stanford
Versatile edge performer can also

thrive inside. 
4. JAGUARS: Leonard Fournette,

RB, LSU
Could trade out, but Jacksonville

goes with the big back. 
5. TITANS (from Rams): Marshon

Lattimore, CB, Ohio State
Been consistent with Lattimore here

from the start. 
6. BROWNS (projected trade with

Jets): Mitchell Trubisky, QB, North
Carolina

Cleveland gets the QB, swapping
with Jets and sending along its second
rounder (52nd overall).

7. CHARGERS: Malik Hooker, S,
Ohio State

Underrated secondary gets even
better. 

8. PANTHERS: O.J. Howard, TE, Ala-
bama

Cam Newton will get to throw to a
pair of game-changing tight ends now. 

9. BENGALS: Garett Bolles, OL,
Utah

Loss of Andrew Whitworth in FA
leaves hole at LT. 

10. BILLS: Jonathan Allen, Dl, Ala-
bama

Allen falls right in the lap of new HC
Sean McDermott (Previous picks: De-
rek Barnett 1.0, Mike Williams 2.0, Haa-
son Reddick 3.0, Allen 4.0)

11. SAINTS: Charles Harris, DE, Mis-
souri

Rising pass rusher for improving
defense. 

12. JETS (projected trade with
Browns): Gareon Conley, CB, Ohio
State

Maccagnan nabs great cover corner
and extra second-rounder by moving
down six spots. 

13. CARDINALS: Deshaun Watson,
QB, Clemson

Carson Palmer’s not getting any
younger.

Looking
ahead to
draft day
Thursday 
Our Mock NFL Draft
explores the possibilities
ART STAPLETON USA TODAY NETWORK

AP

North Carolina’s Mitchell Trubisky could be
the first quarterback taken in the NFL Draft.

See DRAFT, Page 2B
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Sports Watch
A LOOK AT THE NEXT THREE GAMES FOR LOCAL TEAMS

WED 

Long Island

11:05  a.m.

No TV

1450 AM

THU 

Long Island

7:05  p.m.

No TV

1450 AM

FRI

York

6:30 p.m.

No TV

1450 AM

WED

Delmarva

10:35 a.m.

No TV

1160/1310

THU

Kannapolis

6:35 p.m.

No TV

1160/1310

FRI

Kannapolis

7:05 p.m.

No TV

1160/1310

Home game

SAT

Chicago

7:30 p.m.

MSG

No Radio

WED 5/3

Kansas City

8:30 p.m.

MSG

No Radio

SAT 5/6

Philadelphia

7 p.m.

MSG

No Radio

SAT 

Columbus

7:30 p.m.

YES

660 AM

SUN 5/7

Atlanta FC

4 p.m.

No TV

660 AM

SUN 5/14

FC Dallas

8 p.m.

FS1

660 AM

* If Necessary

SAT

Ottawa

3 p.m.

NBC

98.7 FM

THU

Ottawa

7 p.m.

CNBC

98.7 FM

TUE

Ottawa

7 p.m.

NBCSN

98.7 FM

SAT 

Los Angeles

10:30 p.m.

TCN

No Radio

SAT 5/6

Red Bulls

7 p.m.

TCN

No Radio

SAT 5/13

DC United

7 p.m.

TCN

No Radio

THU

Boston

7:10 p.m. 

YES

660 AM

WED

Boston

7:10 p.m. 

YES

660 AM

FRI

Baltimore

7:05 p.m. 

YES

660 AM

THU

Atlanta

1:10 p.m. 

SNY

710 AM

WED

Atlanta

7:10 p.m. 

SNY

710 AM

FRI

Washington

7:05 p.m. 

SNY

710 AM

THU

Miami

1:05 p.m. 

CSN

94.1 FM

WED

Miami

7:05 p.m. 

CSN

94.1 FM

FRI

Dodgers

10:10 p.m. 

TCN

94.1 FM

GOLF

10:30 p.m. GOLF — European PGA Tour, Volvo
China Open, first round

2:30 a.m. (Thursday) GOLF — European PGA
Tour, Volvo China Open, first round

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

2 p.m. MLB — Regional coverage, Kansas City at
Chicago White Sox or Cincinnati at Milwaukee
(1:30 p.m.)

7 p.m. ESPN — N.Y. Yankees at Boston

10 p.m. MLB — Regional coverage, L.A. Dodgers
at San Francisco or San Diego at Arizona (joined in
progress)

NBA PLAYOFFS

First round

6 p.m. TNT — Game 5, Chicago at Boston

8:30 p.m. TNT — Game 5, Atlanta at Washington

NHL PLAYOFFS

Second round

8 p.m. NBCSN — Game 1, Nashville at St. Louis

10:30 p.m. NBCSN — Game 1, Edmonton at
Anaheim

SOCCER

2:40 p.m. ESPN2 — German Cup, semifinal,
Bayern Munich vs. Borussia Dortmund

2:40 p.m. NBCSN — Premier League, Tottenham
at Crystal Palace

On the Air

Report: Saints sign Peterson
Free-agent running back Adrian Peterson has
reportedly agreed to a two-year contract with
the New Orleans Saints.

The Saints have not announced a deal, but
Peterson tells ESPN in a statement that he’s
agreed to play in New Orleans.

Peterson has spent his entire 10-year NFL
career with the Minnesota Vikings, surpassing
1,000 yards rushing in a season seven times
and 2,000 yards once. However, he played in
only three games last season before being
sidelined by a knee injury.

He also missed 15 games in 2014 because of a
child abuse case in which he pleaded guilty to
misdemeanor reckless assault. The victim was
his son, then 4 years old. Peterson’s last full
season was in 2015, when he had 1,485 yards
and 11 touchdowns rushing.

Golf to limit video evidence
Video evidence of a rules violation no longer
means a golfer automatically will be penal-
ized. In an effort to limit the sometimes harsh
result of television reviews, golf’s ruling bod-
ies have issued a new decision on the Rules of
Golf that takes effect immediately.

Players can avoid a penalty if the violation
could not be noticed with the naked eye.
Rules officials also will eliminate penalties if
they feel players made a reasonable judgment
in taking a drop or replacing their golf ball on
the putting green.

The new decision would have spared Anna
Nordqvist a two-shot penalty that cost her a
chance to win the U.S. Women’s Open last
year. Less clear is whether it would have exon-
erated Lexi Thompson at the ANA Inspiration
this month.

Sportswire

a name for himself with his accom-
plishments in racing. While we will
miss Dale on the track next year, he
loves this sport, those working in the
industry and the fans too much to ever
be too far away.”

A third-generation racer, Earn-
hardt turns 43 in October, is newly
married and has said he wants to start
a family. He has become a vocal advo-
cate for research into sports-related
brain injuries, and the hit he took last
June led to months of rehabilitation
that gave him a new perspective on his
life. The concussions left him with
nausea, double vision, anxiety and oth-
er symptoms that he has discussed in
great detail.

His wife, Amy, posted on Twitter
shortly after the announcement: “I’m
so proud of Dale for working so hard to
get back and even prouder for his
courage & self awareness to make the
decision to retire. I’m sure God has

many other great plans for him and us!”
The news was the latest blow to the

stock car series, which had lost Jeff
Gordon and Tony Stewart to retirement
the past two years. Now Earnhardt, the
last of the true country boys, is follow-
ing their exit. Born and raised in North
Carolina, Earnhardt has deep roots in
NASCAR. His late Hall of Fame father,
Dale, won seven titles and, known as
“The Intimidator,” was one of the great-
est drivers in NASCAR history. Earn-
hardt’s grandfather, Ralph, ran 51 races
at NASCAR’s highest level.

Earnhardt has won NASCAR’s most
popular driver award a record 14 times.
He has 26 career Cup victories and is a
two-time champion of NASCAR’s sec-
ond-tier series. But the son of the late
champion has never won a Cup title. The
Kannapolis, North Carolina, native is in
his 18th full-time season at the Cup level
and he made his 600th career series
start earlier this year.

Earnhardt has driven for Hendrick
since 2008 after a nasty split with Dale
Earnhardt Inc., the team founded by his
father but run by his stepmother. He
was unhappy with the direction of DEI
since his father’s 2001 death in a last-lap

accident at the Daytona 500, and a
frosty relationship with his stepmother
led him to bolt to NASCAR’s most pow-
erful team.

Earnhardt is not off to the greatest
start this season, with only one top-five
finish so far. He took another hit Mon-
day at Bristol Motor Speedway when a
mechanical issue caused him to crash.

“I feel good. We’ll get in here and find
out,” he said as he walked to the care
center.

After his long layoff last season,
Earnhardt discussed his comeback be-
fore this year’s Daytona 500 in February
and said whenever he made his decision
to retire it would be “the right thing to
do.” He also said he wanted time to be-
come confident about his health before
considering a new contract.

“For the longest time, I let racing be
who I was instead of what I did,” he add-
ed. “I’ve got a whole other life beyond
driving, and I really believe that. I have
got a lot of things I’d love to do. Outside
of having a family, there’s a lot of things
in business that I’d love to see if I can
succeed at. I think we got a glimpse of
what that would be like. It looks pretty
awesome.”

Junior
Continued from Page 1B

14. EAGLES (via Vikings):Christian
McCaffrey, RB, Stanford

Do-everything back would be a
great fit in Philly.

15. COLTS: Forrest Lamp, OL, West-
ern Kentucky

Drafting more protection for An-
drew Luck seems too good to be true. 

16. RAVENS: Ryan Ramczyk, OL,
Wisconsin

Seems to be a fit with RT Ricky
Wagner gone to Detroit. 

17. REDSKINS:Haason Reddick, LB,
Temple

Reddick is a defensive chess piece
for a defense that needs one. 

18. TITANS:David Njoku, TE, Miami
The Cedar Grove native would be a

weapon in Tennessee. 
19. BUCCANEERS: Dalvin Cook, RR,

Florida State

A lot to like about Cook joining a dy-
namic Tampa offense. 

20. BRONCOS: Cam Robinson, OL,
Alabama

Another option added to Denver’s re-
constructed offensive line. 

21. LIONS: Reuben Foster, LB, Ala-
bama

A Top 10 talent slides and the Lions
pounce.

22. DOLPHINS: Derek Barnett, DE,
Tennessee

College production is difficult to ig-
nore. 

23. GIANTS: Jarrad Davis, LB, Flori-
da

Would be first 1st round LB for Big
Blue since Carl Banks in 1984. 

24. RAIDERS: Mike Williams, WR,
Clemson

Might not fit in Oakland, but play-
maker is a first rounder. 

25. TEXANS: Patrick Mahomes, QB,
Texas Tech

Mahomes has the biggest arm in the
Class of 2017.

26. SEAHAWKS: Corey Davis, WR,

Western Michigan
Someone will jump up and take Da-

vis; he should go earlier.
27. CHIEFS: Davis Webb, QB, Cal
Andy Reid wants a quarterback to de-

velop.
28. COWBOYS: Jabrill Peppers, S,

Michigan
Paramus Catholic grad overcomes

pre-draft questions, stays in 1st round. 
29. PACKERS: T.J. Watt, LB, Wiscon-

sin
J.J. Watt’s younger brother is a sleep-

er on the edge.
30. STEELERS: Taco Charlton, DE,

Michigan
Defensive front can use a playmaker

on the edge.
31. FALCONS: Jordan Willis, DE, Kan-

sas State
Has worked out for Atlanta, im-

pressed enough to crack 1st round. 
32. SAINTS (via Patriots): John Ross,

WR, Washington
Drew Brees gets a speedy home run

hitter to replace Brandin Cooks.

Draft
Continued from Page 1B

Golf
Morris County Tournament at Flanders Valley,
11 a.m.
Kittatinny vs. Hopatcong at Farmstead, 3 p.m.
Lenape Valley vs. Newton at Newton CC, 3:30
p.m.
Pope John vs. High Point at Black Bear, 3:45 p.m.
Hackettstown vs. Vernon at Great Gorge, 4 p.m.
Girls golf
Montville vs. Kinnelon at Berkshire Valley, 3:30
p.m.
Mendham vs. Morristown at Pinch Brook, 3:30
p.m.
Hackettstown vs. Vernon at Great Gorge, 4 p.m.
Baseball
Randolph at Morris Knolls, 4 p.m.
Pequannock at Boonton, 4 p.m.
Kinnelon at Morris Catholic, 4 p.m.
Parsippany at Morris Hills, 4 p.m.
Chatham at Delbarton, 4 p.m.
Mount Olive at Jefferson, 4 p.m.

Morristown-Beard at Madison, 4 p.m.
Mendham at Montville, 4 p.m.
West Morris at Roxbury, 4 p.m.
Parsippany Hills at Mountain Lakes, 4 p.m.
Hanover Park at Dover, 4 p.m.
Lenape Valley at High Point, 4 p.m.
Pope John at Sparta, 4 p.m.
Newton at Vernon, 4 p.m.
Wallkill Valley at North Warren, 4 p.m.
Hanover Park at Bernards, 4 p.m.
Delaware Valley at Hackettstown, 4 p.m.
Softball
Roxbury at West Morris, 4 p.m.
Dover at Hanover Park, 4 p.m.
Morris Catholic at Kinnelon, 4 p.m.
St. Elizabeth at Butler, 4 p.m.
Madison at Morristown-Beard, 4 p.m.
Jefferson at Mount Olive, 4 p.m.
Morris Knolls at Randolph, 4 p.m.
Montville at Mendham, 4 p.m.
Villa Walsh at Mountain Lakes, 4 p.m.

Hackettstown at Parsippany, 4 p.m.
Sparta at Pope John, 4 p.m.
High Point at Lenape Valley, 4 p.m.
North Warren at Wallkill Valley, 4 p.m.
Sussex Tech at Hopatcong, 4 p.m.
Vernon at Newton, 4 p.m.
Bernards at Morristown, 4 p.m.
Girls lacrosse
Parsippany at Boonton, 4 p.m.
Jefferson at Lenape Valley, 4 p.m.
Park at Mount St. Dominic, 4 p.m.
Parsippany Hills at Union Catholic, 4 p.m.
Vernon at Kittatinny, 4 p.m.
Morristown-Beard at Columbia, 4 p.m.
Hackettstown at Cedar Grove, 4 p.m.
Tennis
Morristown-Beard at Mountain Lakes, 4 p.m.
Chatham at Delbarton, 4 p.m.
Whippany Park at Boonton, 4 p.m.
Parsippany at Madison, 4 p.m.
West Morris at Roxbury, 4 p.m.

Parsippany Hills at Mount Olive, 4 p.m.
Randolph at Morris Knolls, 4 p.m.
Kinnelon at Hanover Park, 4 p.m.
Newton at Lenape Valley, 4 p.m.
Pope John at Sparta, 4 p.m.
Vernon at Kittatinny, 4 p.m.
High Point at Hopatcong, 4 p.m.
Morristown at Watchung Hills, 4 p.m.
Verona at Pequannock, 4 p.m.
Track and field
Morris Catholic at Kinnelon, 4 p.m.
Whippany Park, St. Elizabeth at Butler, 4 p.m.
Madison at Mountain Lakes, 4 p.m.
High Point at Hackettstown, 4 p.m.
Volleyball
Vernon at Orange, 4 p.m.
Pope John at Montclair, 5:45 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL SCHEDULE

pionship in Rochester, N.Y., in the fall,
which, head coach and team founder Ja-
son Lutz said, “proved to my guys and
gave them confidence we could do this.
We could play on the national level with
the best of them.”

CBA finished second and Ranney
School fourth at the MASSA Mallory
Qualifier on April 8 and 9, both advanc-
ing to the national regatta in mid-May
for the first time.

“It’s still a sport that’s trying to take
hold and be popular,” said CBA co-cap-
tain Chris Magno of Lavallette, who also
plays club soccer. “It definitely feels
more significant, like you’re more re-
sponsible for helping that sport get to
where it is. Overall, it’s just a good feel-
ing to know you’re one of the few people
who make that sport possible.”

Sailing a flying junior or 420 re-
quires just two individuals: a captain
and a crew member. Former Perth Am-
boy coach Bruce Bertucci explained
new sailors usually start as jib trim-
mers – the crew role, tending the sail –
“then they try the helm, and the next
thing you know, they’re teaching some-
one else.”

Most of the Raritan-based sailors are
new, learning first through more expe-
rienced teammates’ “chalk talks” and
then firsthand on the water with coach
Kim Myer, a New Brunswick fourth-
grade teacher who “grew up pretty
much on a boat” in Bridgewater, and
now helps Chatham, Mountain Lakes
and Summit. The biggest initial chal-
lenge is to make sure the fledgling sail-
ors feel comfortable on the water. 

Sailing is a truly coed sport, with
boys and girls competing together in
the same boat, as well as against each
other on the uneven currents. Two boats
are needed for a school to compete in re-
gattas, one in the A division and one in
the B division – with their finishing

scores averaged.
“It’s not necessarily the guy who

takes the tiller because he’s a guy,” said
Bertucci, a retired biology teacher at
South Plainfield who helped found
Perth Amboy’s program. “It’s males and
females together, and the females can
do it as well or better than the guys,
which is always a good thing for both of
them to know.”

Slow, steady growth

There were 556 high schools regis-
tered with the Interscholastic Sailing
Association in 2016. One hundred and
five belonged to the Mid-Atlantic Scho-
lastic Sailing Association, from New
York to Virginia.

Most high school teams sail out of
yacht clubs, borrowing college boats
which are docked there. Teams based at
Toms River Yacht Club use Ocean Coun-
ty College’s boats. Monmouth’s 18-boat
fleet is at Shrewsbury. Perth Amboy
and Summit own their boats – the latter
fleet built in ‘05 and retired by Rhode Is-
land – stored behind fences in an ordi-
nary parking lot steps from the beach at
the end of Second Street.

Perth Amboy, Summit, Chatham, and
sometimes Mountain Lakes hold Rac-
ing on the Raritan on Tuesdays, and hold
varsity practice on Thursday and JV on
Sundays. Most major regattas are on
Saturday, and the Cougars have gone as
far as the PCISA Girls Invitational in
San Diego.

Up to 18 sailors in the fall, Chatham
has earned varsity status, with team
hats, T-shirts, and the opportunity to
earn a school letter. To race last week,
many of the Cougars wore bright blue
T-shirts with the slogan, “What happens
on the water stays on the water.”

“It’s mindblowing,” said senior Ma-
risa Marino, a lifelong sailor and dancer
who launched the Chatham program in
the spring 2014 season with classmate
Stephanie Gilseman, and her older sis-
ter, Juliana Marino.

“A lot of people don’t know (the
team) exists, but it’s starting to grow.
It’s a bittersweet moment, my last sea-
son. Now that it’s grown so much, I have
full confidence it’ll keep going.”

Staff writer Jane Havsy: 973-428-
6682; jhavsy@gannettnj.com; www.dai-
lyrecord.com/writerjane/

Sailing
Continued from Page 1B
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Chatham’s Luke duPlessis, Paul Danenberg, Marisa Marino and James McCarron prepare to
compete in Racing on the Raritan.
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